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\r(I been thmking ofwrUifK^ (t Ictrcr like j 
vhls for some limc bui have recently \ 
reminded and induced ro d(} J 
inow for a couple of reastms. (One of I 
mwhich fx sfuntld you chocfse not to print j 
arilcle on the Pa, womars week-end I 
*thaf / sent to RA 7 kf.s! \ycek. I wouldu V ! 
|hw;V dm letter to be emsidered [ 

* trapes.} For a long time the RAl /i£7.^ ■ 
\come across to me like a male-new left J 
Jrag with some Wl. conscioumess grafted | 

it Particular issues come to nnnd: , 
issue reportittg the Panther | 

referring only to the ^ 
t'\Iisappointment of some j 

\present" It's true that in the next issue ■ 

I vfJw printed Women-identified Woman | 

I on the Man *s Convention but it vvi3s - 
I then weeks after the event and still the | 

■ RA T itself had made no evaimtion of ■ 

I the sitnatiom On the back cover of I 

* another issue nm' I.eila Khaled s * 

\ '^exemplary* actions ", one of which was I 
J "brandishing grenades in both hands" ■ 

I Came on. • 

^Tke most recent IMT devotes itsedf to J 
I "the doings of the male-dominated left" * 
jci' Martha Shelly described it in her . 

I criticism of RA T in an article in the * 

I recent Off Our Backs the FLQ^ PLF. ■ 

■ YLP, BBP eU\, etc., with one brief [ 
tjxiragraph reporting the expuision of i 
[S’TVP/y"5/4 fr»fh the NY Women *s [ 
^Center-the implications of which ffor | 

I one, consider far reac hing in general and • 

I in the women *s movement in particular | 
•The. only conclusion that / can come to ■ 

1/0 explain the inadequate coverage and ] 

* analysis of the Women's IJheration 
Vmovement (in genera! and especially in 
JAT; in RAT is that the RAT staff itself 
^doesn’t consider the women's 
J mo V e menf fan d by f mplication, 
•yourselves) a serious, important, valid or ^ 

I viable rmMtionary stniggle. If seems | 

* that the imderlying feeling of the RA T - 

t staff is that the NLF, Id.Q, PLF, ^LF, 
[Weather Angela Davis, Afeni Shahn 
\etc., etc., are really where die 
[ "rcvohttion ' is at, to the near exeluskm 
Mof Women's Liberaliem as a serious 
\rev(dutionary movement Focuses on 
lAngeia Davis, Afeni Shakur (the mast I 
t important thing ihai Women's 
\jjberalion .should he about is freeing 
I from prison), l^eila Khakd, 

\ Bernadette DevliiL Bernadine Dohrn, 

■ etc. are focuses on celebrities of 
[ }mIe-dofni}wted movements who merely 

* happen to be wofnen. in spite of, not 
I because of, the movements they 
^represent. They tnay be strong, 

\ beautiful women and that's OK, but it 
! doesn't make them feminists. 

I We need to assess our ndationship to 
! olher (?nale-dominated) struggles and be 

* informed about them, but first a • 

I feminist puhlicution must be aiUmtive \ 

I to ifur rewhuionarj^ iiioventent 

I and concern itself with its development. 

! For the most part, any report on the 
I developments and actions of other 

■ movements should be from a jeminist 
I perspective <yr at least inchide an 

* analysis of where these movements are 

I at regarding s idberation. 

myself mrluded, are 

* grate fully Impressed with the 
\ accomplishment of a female collective | 

I in funding, regnfarly producing and * 
idisfrihun'ng the RAT But / know many | 

I women who arc sick and some wh(^ are i 
I resentfni of the hnplied scorn of the j 
i Wo men 's L ibera t ion m ovemen f ■ 

^ reflected In the piiges of the RAT. The \ 

’ min' e mcn t d e spe rateIv needs • 

1 communiciition, reportage, aiuilrsis. [ 
•cidf.ural cxpressif.in and the ctvnsi rue firm • 

1 of a bring klet>I<)gy based mi the nature \ 

!; '/ w<’mcns opprcssica} atid J 

17f J ward r ^nr ^.'wn Sidf-dcjnmi j' isun js t yf I 
J revoinnotiarv struggle. ' j 

* D(f 'V 7 (tskIers " (7 ^er come tif 17fr ® 

tneetings^ 7 woiifd (ike to i 

* attend one, if ViHi Ye into it, and discuss ] 

I this- ihiffgAwiilFyiiu: ^ 

j what other womcfFs reactions are, etc.^ue 

m ■ ^am ■"H 
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I RAT Sisters 

p 

“ I because I doiiT even know if yon 1 
! remember me. know lIuiI you certainly J 
I-don't know me-biit: thfO's a lot of whiU j 
j this letter is about. 


I reel strange writing this letter - strangej 


I caiiie to work with you this siuu-| 
Jmer—with you, not for you. The paper ■ 

I gave off good vibes to me-not touchy*] 

J feely vibes, but feelinp of strength im 
[ sisterhood, feelings of good conimun-l 
I ism, of struggling. J 

! None of those fine tilings I felt, those) 

I things ! lliink you w^anted to be tltere ■ 

! were there wtien 1 walked into the I 
] office. All the bad feelings of male type! 

■ movement offices we all remember wcrel 
1 there, I didn't mind doing shit work-it. 

■ has to be done - but where did you hide* 

I to talk about, to write about, .to thrashi 
' out your politics, our politics, the poli-j 
I tics of the paper? All those beautiful | 

J feelings the paper gave me were trans-I 

■ milted from somewhere-I wanted to be] 

J there, but couldn't find strength wtth^ 

■ you, in the office. | 

J T felt like a little girl No, not true,. 

J for little girls are given tlie hope of| 

I growing, and you never thought 1» 
j would, or could grow. You certainly | 
I weren't going to waste your time find-" 
I ing out anything about me, YOUR) 

I SISTER, a sister who could relate toj 
! what you said you were feeling. I 

] The paper is beautiful. I still dig it * 
1 But 1 know those tilings I relate tol 
I are if i real in you-you doiiT mean it " 

■ you don’t do it. The paper is trying to I 
I be an educational tool—but we learn . 

■ from social practice, and from that J 
I alone, DonT cal! yourself revolution- ■ 
! aries if yoUiCanT be revolutionary. 

I If s hard, enough to deal with macho | 
] men, but that oppression can lead 
" streimth, to sist^Thbod. Dealing with I 
I macho women—yes, yonl—just leaves* 
I me empty. [ 

] Accept this letter in the spirit of" 
.revolutionary love and criticism with ) 
I which it was written. J 

■ Love and Struggle 1 

I Deb or all 


Ncgrin 




October 1.1970, Thursday . 
>ear Sisters, | 

When 1 first heard that Rat had been ■ 
aken over by a women’s collective, I J 
was very enthusiastic and eagerly i 
waited copies of the new paper. 1 was , 
isappointed with the first ksue. and l 
have been so with each issue so far. 1 , 
lave not written before because I was I 
lot able to verbalise or understand my . 
lislike, and because I thought I should | 
wait a while before giving critcisms, to ■ 
give you a fighting (revoiutionaiy^) ] 
chance, ’ 

i also wanted to like Rat, because it | 
was a women’s collective that put it out, ■ 
and because it has so much information I 
about the Women’s Movement and it is J 
really encouraging to read about ail that I 
ts happening. . 

But.,T don't like it. The first reason • 
s technical » and not diat important: . 
your layout is physically difficult to „ * 
read and very irritating, I have a slight i 
tendency to astigmatism, which makes [ 
it more difficult for me to execute the I 
vind of eyeball leaps that are required , 
jy the layout of your paper, but I know j 
it bothers other people, too. After ■ 
about five minutes I get deep twingey | 
sensations in my eyesockets and lose all • 
patience with trying to piece together | 
little bits of information scattered here j 
and there. I 

The second reason 1 don’t like it, J 
which is more serious, is the exhoratory I 
style of the paper, and its moralism. | 
Throughout the paper there are little I 
phrases such as, “We must support these i 
sisters with our bodies, not just with [ 
talk'', and Security, collective i 
diskipltne, and physical and mental , 
self-defense practice must all become | 
part of our consciousness and daily ■ 
lives.” I do not disagree wiih any of [ 
these ideas; 1 disagree with t!ie way they ■ 
are put and the lack of analysis that I 
goes with them. It is too much like ^ 
quilting. Women will not act in a I 
revolutionary way unless they , 
understand why they must act. J 

This moralism (1 don't know' what ■ 
other word to use, and I realise that one J 
is deficient) plays into other aspects of i 
your paper as well. So often I read news , 
items which, instead of trying to i 
understand why meji rape women in . 
this socie^>^ why men are hostile to I 
Women's Liberation, why the sexes hate ■ 
and fear each other and try to destroy | 
one another (oh yes, woman do it too), ■ 
Just make more statements - i.e. they ] 
describe a male as male chauvinist and ■ 
that is the conclusion. We know that | 
men are chauvinist; grasping that is not ■ 
the problem. What is the problem is | 
understanding why (capitalism is the j 
why) and how to stop it (smashing I 
capitalism is the how'). beating up the ! 
man who raped your daughter may give I 
you some satisfaction (it doesn’t to me ! 
or my mother—at age six I w as molested • 
by two very mixed-up, oppressed teenage ■ 
boys. The boys’ father beat them J 
severely, and then insisted on showuig i 
their welts to my mother .who was * 
horrified. Those boys oppressed me i 
because they were oppressed, and w^ere , 
oppressed within the hierarchial family, 1 
the basic unit of capitalist society) but . 
it doesn’t solve the problem. You don’t 1 
stop men from being chauvinist by f 
being chauvinist yourself. I am not ) 
saying excuse rapists, either: l am saying • 
try to break out of the bourgeois ) 
sociiilization of an eye for an eve. of * 
giving moral judgments, and tiy in.-^tead I 
to imderstand where such people come ! 
■from and what made them rapists, or I 
cbauviiijstsr or aiithontarian, or ■ 
screwed-np. ’ J 

c^KTlrvucd ^ ' 


















TKe. ‘foIlowiT^ is fi^oTn. •jhJve ftriT 

Voirw'aJ^ I,S5tjt& of tke. 

^e<jkW BiTj^An 

Atiaiffa, (Ja-onax^ 



A woman's caucus of the Bird was formed 
because we needed each other. We also feared each 
other, envied each other, and fought each other. 
Legitimacy for women meant having a "powerful" 
man and/or fighting off other women for the jobs 
allowed for women. We had no sense of ourselves as 
women. There was no "we" except as couples. The 
Bird was the Coffins, the Guerreros, the Romaines, 
the Gwins. The men were editors and business people 
(i.e., circulation, keeping the books, understanding 
the finances). That left typing for women. Women 
fought for control of layout, which was the one 
creative outlet allowed to women. Linda came on 
staff to solicit ads because straight businessmen prefer 
cute hip women. The job was not thought of as one 
which required originality or "business sense." Why, 
even a woman could do it. My only connection with 
the Bird was an arrangement whereby I traded my 
weekends (when I watched the old office) for a room 
in the Birdhouse to live in. Because a woman's 
relationship .to the Bird depended on her 
husband/boyfriend (i.e., her man's) connection with 
the Bird^ we tnisted no one and gossiped conspicu¬ 
ously. 

Salaries ware paid to men. $40 a week, when the 
money was available. The sisters were doing the real 
necessary shitwork and getting their names on the 
staffbox. After working at the Bird all day, women 
went home to cook for our "thinking" husbands, 
clean, become neurotic, and accept the blame for that 
neurosis. Receiving our only support from our men, 
we becarne enemies of each other. 

Nan turned us on to Women's Liberation. I 
couldn't understand at all. She had a husband she 
liked. She was strong herself. She even wrote a little. 
Then men even respected herl She was what I 
thought I wanted to be. Besides, the Revolution was 
what was important. You know, imperialism and 
racism and the draft and the dehumanizating jobs 
men have. Sure, women were discriminated against in 
pig nation and equality would come after the 


revolution. So I found a man and let "them" have 
their women's meetings. 

Out of those first women's meetings (not at all 
confined to Bird women) came an idea for a 
"women's issue" of the Bird. We would prove 
ourselves to the men. We would write, type, 
layout—everything. 

The men, smug and secure, allowed us the issue. 
But few of us had the confidence to write. None of us 
trusted each other's motives or politics. We didn't 
know how to be together. We ended up with tears 
and bitterness and an issue that we are now 
embarrassed to sell. 

Tensions at the S/incf became incredible. 

When a women's caucus was suggested, we ail 
freaked out. When we couldn't even talk to each 
other, how could we begin to hassle out our hassles. 
How could we support? How could we love each 
other? 

It was awkward and emotional and hard. But as we 
met every week we discovered why. Trust was built 
slowly. Our anger was redirected. Instead of guilt and 
self-blame, our anger became constructive. We could 
change a structure that kept us apart and competitive. 

We as women began a fuller participation in the 
structure that existed but had never worked to our 
advantage. We pushed the rotation system. Every 
three months all the big shitwork jobs 
(circulation—ugh, keeping the books, opening the 
mail, typing, layout, managing editor) are rotated. We 
are all learning to-do everything. It is inefficient. But 
it gives us strength as a cooperative, and it allows us 
to grow as individuals within the cooperative. (It is 
really a great feeling to know how to run the crummy 
old addressograph machine or to begin to develop 
your own taste in layout.) The women also demanded 
the end of parttimesalaries. (It was strange that all the 
part-time salaries were women's. They were all doing 
full-time jobs,} At least structurally we became more 
equal. 


But other, less mechanical skills were/are harder to 
develop. Writing has always been traumatic. Men have 
been encouraged. They expect to write well and 
easily. They have set the standards. We are beginning 
to redefine these standards. Our confusion, our 
honesty, our awkwardness, our up-tightness is 
reflected in the writing that we do. And it should be. 
Those women who write well are helping the rest of 
us. We are looking to our sisters for ideas, criticism, 
and confidence. 

As a group of women who have developed ideas 
collectively, we have a real power on the Bird. We 
don't want power in an old sense (like Nixon has 
power or husbands have power or as individual men 
had power on the Bird}. We don't know how or 
exsetly what to do with ft. We don't want ego 
tripping or heavy individual women or revenge. We 
need help from sisters all over. We're going through 
changes that we can't explain because we don't 
understand either. The Bird (as a product) hasn't 
reflected our hassles, our tensions, our new strengths, 
and our changing. Inside we're not the same old 
thing. We're using the same form for developing a 
new content (or something}. Maybe we should be in 
rock bands instead of here, you know?f0r have a 
tambourine troop.) 

biah blah blah blah blah - right on sisters! - 

becky hamilton 

[ed. note; this article has been really hard 
to write. At! the goodbad (changes) don't 
come out in a line of writing. They were all 
on top/overunderintoaround each other, we 
crawled into each other, hurtingcrying yelling 
meanandnice, at once. And it wasn't a cliche. 
Women can care about each other without 
ego/jealousy/possession. We can make space 
to change. We have changed. We are stronger 
and meaner and because we can (finally) get 
mean and mad and hate, we can 
love.] 



Sometiaes it's really hard to get an image of how people 
think of or relate to RAT (though after reading our cur¬ 
rent mail it doesn't seem so encouraging). RAT is still 
somewhat of an ominous institution to us too - one that 
seems to zoom in on our ability and space to relate to 
each other, lifhere have we gone amidst the newspapers, the 
endless piles of copy in the office and the little rats 
that visit layout nights (not to mention the pigs during 
the day), We wonder too. 

And it is a wondering we ^ want to share with you. One 
that reflects the questions of Deborah's letter and one 
that we are attempting to struggle with as it relates to 
the entire womans movement. It is the political struggle 
reflected in our mall, and we hope, to a growing extent in 
our Issues. We share the feelings and are Inspired by the 
honesty and joy in working with women, expressed by the 
women of the BIRD. And, for those of us who went to the 
recent revolutionary women's conference in FennsyIvania, 
we found again a place to deal with some of these question^ 
2^ a beginning. This Is important to us. We are ever changij^ 
forms - and people In the collective - and to make this * 
meaningful we need to exchange our thoughts, our experience 
with other groups. It's time to build now with what we 

learned, to zoom In on each other, rather than be op¬ 
pressed by the forms of our work or the forms of our rela¬ 
tionships. We are open in struggle toward revolution • 
and this we cannot do aldne. 

Toward Revolution, ^ 



WEATHER CLARIFICATION 

Since our last is^e we have received many 
comments — pro and con — about our Weather 
statement (even within RAT), Many people seem to 
hiwe interpreted our statement as a condemnation of 
Weatherpeople. 

We did not mean to condemn them. We re¬ 
state: we support them because they are further¬ 
ing armed struggle and because they are building an 
underground movement. We criticize them to the 
extent they have failed to communicate clearly their 
revolutionary message to the people of this 
country. 

The intention of our statement was to raise issues 
that have confused all of us in the past and to provide 
a forum where we can discuss and resolve these issues. 
We hope that these discussions will Ibad to a new 
understanding, solidarity and effective working 
relationship among all of us who are dedicated to 
building a revolution. Although we understand there 
are great obstacles, we hope that Weatherman will 
participate in this discussion and clarify their position 
on the issues we raised. 

RAT Collective 
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15 Busted dl Lsncoln Hospital 

On November 11 the South Bronx 
Comntunfry Drug Coalition sponsored 
the action of liberating the sixth floor 
of Lincoln liospUai. The hospital is the 
onfy health center in a heavily 
populated Puerto Rican and Black 
ghetto in the South East Bronx. Since 
une 70 various people’s organization: 
Think Lincoln, I he Young Lords Party, 
HRUM, have confronted the hospital in 
the necessity of meeting the needs of 
the community. I be responses have 
generally been unsatisfactory but. 
various community organizations have 
set up street clinics dispensing free 
medical care along with political 
education* 

This particular action demanded the 
allocation of the whole sixth floor for 
drug programs, operated by ex-addicts 
and community people and dealing with 
the use of the drug Methadon, 
LaCott/epreseniing the administration, 
agreed to the dispension of drugs on a 
twice daily basis but refused the crucial 
demand of bed space. When the people 
refused to accept token compromises 
and stood firm in their demands- fifteen 
were busted! 

it becomes clearer that the hospital, 
the whole Kapitalist structure, will 
make grudging concessions In dealing 
with the symptoms-in this case 
dispensing drugs, but when it comes toi 
dealing with the root of the problem, 
with real change, like granting poor 
people the same priveledges that rich 
people have i.e. access to bed space - the 
only response is blatant suppression* 


mue ax^EcuTioN 


A human being is strong. But there is 
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I 
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[only so much suffering that a human ' 
|bcing can withstand - and only so 
•much suffering that a human being can 
lallow oneself to condone. 

J We are a group of gay hosjMiaj 
•workers, women and men. tiiird world 
land white, who have decided finally to 
[c’OME OUT. We will i.“ome out to our 
[fellow workers and friends as open gay 
•people; proud of our homosexuality ami 
I glad that we are not straight in a world 
jwhere men constantly harrass and 
[barbarize women; in a country ruled 
[over by rich heterosexual white men, 

• who will not stop at genocide — yes, 
[fascism resurrected at Song My, 
■Wounded Knee, Detroit, Bellevue 
I Hospital. 

j We will also come out to tell of the 
. ATROCITIES committed on gay people 
jin the “physical” and “mental” 
I hospitals of this city; i.e., prisons where 
I people who have believed they are sick 
I are committed by the courts or commit 
[themselves. They lie there for months 
[and years, “medicated”, doped up on 
I tranquilizers, subject to the whims and 
I beatings of their “aids”, the electric 
I shock treatments of their doctors, the 
[ hostility and fear of the other patients 
tand of the whole society, in the 
[boredom of their prisons, starving for 
[love. In a society where capitalist 
■ institutions and values are committed to 
ithe destruction of homosexual love by 


anv means necessar}; (the schools, the 
church, psychotherapy, hospitals, 
prisons. Madison Avenue, the lamily. 
morality, and guilt; to name only afew 
of our identified enemies), where the 
sick and insane nde and run free, 
freedom loving gay people will by 
definition be prisoners. 

We work in tlicse helMio'es. We lunc 
.seen Ihe naked truth and we have 
committed many of the barbarities 
ourselves, at that time when vve were 
deceived into believing that 
homosexuality was a sickness and that 
we could help our “neurotic” sisters and 
brothers through drugs and electric 
shock. We take responsibility for our 
misguided past actions, just as we take 
full responsibility for what we are about 
to do. 

On FRIDA Y. NOVEMBER 20 during 
the mass demonstrations charging the 
United States with genocide against gay 
people, we will, at 1:00 in the afternoon 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral - in solemn 
protest and so that the general public 
may see for themselves. . . . PUBLICLY 
ADMINISTER ELECTRO-SHOCK 
THERAPY TO A LIVE PUPPY. 


GAY IS GOOD!! 

ALL POWER TO ALL THE PEOPLE!! 

GAY G.H.O.S.T.S. 

rlav.Hosnital.Orderlies.tn Stop.Torture. 


October HO, f9’70 

Early this morning a tribe of white revolutionaries bombed two Amerikanl 
military instaltations in Queens. We carried out this co-ordinating attack in support! 
of the Puerto Ricans who are marching to the United Nations today to demand 
their liberation and the release of all political prisoners. . 

The population of Puerto Rico is surrounded by military bases from which thel 
U.S.ArmV plans attacks on Cuba, the Dominican Republic and eventually all of 
Latin America. Puerto Rico serves as a staging area for troops to Vietnam and onj 
the island of Culebra the U.S. Navy tests bombs used in Indochina, 

For centuries the people of Puerto Rico have been fighting for their freedom, j 
from El Brito de Lares in 1868 to Lolita LeBron's attack on the U.S. congress in 
1354, Puerto Ricans have courageously resisted their brutal colonization. Today, 
moving to the forefront of the international struggle against Amerikan imperial¬ 
ism, the Young Lords Party, MPl and CAL continue the struggle tor self-deter¬ 
mination. By our attack on the army reserve center in Jamaica and the naval 
armory at Whitestone we link ourselves with 1*uerto Rican revolutionaries and 
freedom fighters around the world. 

Today white people will he joining Puerto Ricans in the march to the U.N, By 
our bombs and our allies we create another front against U.S. imperialism. We join 
the international war both to fight our own oppression and to join the people of 
the Third World, in building a new society based on need, not profit, on love, not 
hate. 

For our own survival we are building tribes and communities based on 
revolutionary love. We follow the example of our Puerto Rican sisters and 
brothers. When Julio Roldan, a Young Lord, was murdered by the pigs in the 
Tombs, the Young Lord Party moved on the offensive. Acting together with the 
people of their community they seized the Methodist Church and are defending it 
with guns. 

Like the Young Lords we have to resist everywhere-in the streets, tn our 
schools and prisons, in the army, in our communities, and most of all in our minds 
and bodies. We become revolutionaries when we act on both our own feelings and 
the reality of the struggle of all people. Power grows out of a commune, a 
Molotov, a rally, a riot, the soul of the people. 

Last night we bombed and today we will be marching in the streets with our 
brothers and sisters. Every day our enemy grows weaker. We who live to love, 
laugh and fight can never lose. 

VIVA PUERTO RICO LIBRE 

VENCEREMOS THE SMILING FOX TRIBE 
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UPTOWN d.y BUSTS S{ 


At 5:30 PM on November 1, pigs broke into an 
II apartment in the South Bronx and busted Don and Bill 
Cavellini, age 27, and Jeff Barnard, 19, on chnrges of 
conspiracy to commit a ‘^class B felony”, possesson of 
J forged instruments, possession of stolen property, 
possession of the makings of explosives, possession of a 
deadly weapon, and possession of fireworks. 

J Eleven hours later pigs busted into the Bronx 

I apartment of Mary Doyle, a 54 year-old grandmother 
who works in Schrafft's, busting her and her son 

1 Timothy, 28, on charges of conspiracy, possession of 
lexplosives and possession of marijuana. 

I Shortly afterward in Manhattan, detectives busted 

II Beth Katz, 27, on charges of conspiracy. 

] Their bust sliows a new strategy of repression, a new 
Ibluff by scared pigs. In busting white people who are not 
stars, not heavies, the pig is saying something. His 
J message is directed at anonymous millions: women who 
j break out and act in ways that the society has kept them 
from doing before, GEs who shoot in the air and “lose” 
supplies, kids who throw rocks after the Cambodian 
1 invasion; workers who stage wildcats and screw nuts on 
wrong at the assembly line. He's seen he can’t scare off 
the people by busting leaders, so now he’s busting the 
;| people. 

-3 = JCL J g l ~L3C. JE 


He’s saying you don’t have to be a heavy or a leader. 
All you have to do is love yourself and other people 
enough to hate America, and well screw you, 

This bust also begins to explode some other myths 
about which white people the pig thinks the enemy is. 
When a working cla^ grandmother is tied in with college 
dropouts, it’s obvious the pig isn’t just going after a tiny 
lunatic fringe of window smashers. Nor can we either 
accept any definition they give of who people are or 
what they are doing. It is that the American people, 
along with the Koreans, the Vietnamese, the 
Palestinians, etc., are becoming part of the pig’s enemy. 

So much for what the pigs are doing-what do we do? 

We have to realize that millions of us are resisting and 
that we have already made decisions—decisions based on 
need—not to support a state that oppresses m and also 
oppresses the rest of the world. Everyone who makes 
these decisions is an enemy of that state and by that we 
have become the revolution. This is the real revolution. 
We vvill win because there really are more people than 
p^s. 

We should look at these decisions. We should 
understand why we are making them. And we should 
look at our friends, our sisters and brothers, we should 
talk to people we don’t usually talk to. We must begin to 


understand what makes all of us move and figure out 
new ways to help each other. Isolation makes us all feel 
scared, small and sad, makes us distnist people who > 
look, dress or talk different. 

And as for this bust—we shouldn’t panic, but we can’t 
ignore it either. Along with Kent State and other things, [; 
it shows that we are going to start taking casualties. It 
doesn’t mean, as the pig might have us believe, that the 
pigs are coming to round up everyone who hates them .. 
and put us all in American Dachaus-it does mean that ' 
some of us are going to get hurt. 

But that's a decision we have made-it didn’t just ^ 
happen. We made it because we have had to and because p * 
life here is sickening and we must find new ways to ^ 
exist. Pulling back into our curious corners now won’t ^ 
help, it will only make us feel sick again. Hang onto 
what we are starting to have. Resist as much as each of 
m can, and support each other as much as we can. , 

We must defend these sisters and brothers and all ^ 
people who are already or may soon be in the same, 
position (as we all are). For now, money will be; 
needed-is needed- in a defense fund. We need money i, 
for Tom and Bill and Jeff and Mary and Tim and Beth to ^ 
help them in their fight in the courts. And for them,for 
us, for the revolution, we need each other. ^ 



The land of the Appalachian mountain people is being totally mjne'd, and the people themselves, exploited for this 
purpose. One couple who were organizing the poor to move against the eastern Kentucky strip mine opeators were 
sentenced to prison terms for eontempl of Congress. Margaret and Alan MeSurley's sentences grew out of a threeyear 
chain of persecution that began with a nighttime raid on their home. At that time they were charged with sedition, and 
loads of their books, flies and personal papers were seized. The Kentucky sedition law was later declared 
unconstitutional hut Senator John McClellan named the McSurleys as central figures in an investigation of civile 
disturbances in Tennessee. Pointing out that their papers had already been perused they resisted, and did not answer 
McQellan *s Senate sub committee subpoenas. Thus, they convicted. The coat mine operators and owners interests, 
supported by poHiicians, have dictated pig flistfce. The McSurley s are guilty of the crime of ''ideals of compassion and 
love for the poor 


Aian McSurley was sentenced to one year and Margaret McSurky received 3 months. They are both free on bail, 
however, pending appeal of their case which they have sworn to take ail the way to the Supreme Court The following 
is the statement of Margaret McSurley whih she was allowed to read In court before her sentencing on October 21st, 
1970 . 

^cTiiSkVt 


Judge Smith, 1 hope you don’t mind 
if \ talk plain to you. 

You know and we know.' that when 
we were arrested in Kentucky in 1967 
and our papers and personal letters were 
illegally .seized, there was a fierce 
struggle going on between tlie coal 
operators and the people. The figlit wa.s 
about whether the owners of coal 
mining companies could strip off the 
tops of mountains, min the land and 
pollute the water of people who lived 
below, just so the owners could increase 
their profits. 

We took sides in this stmggie. We 
were on the side of the poor people. 
Thomas Rt^tlill, tire man who arrested 
us, was a coal mine owner, and has 
made over $3 million from coal. You 
heard him on the stand tell about 
running for Lt. Governor of Kentucky 
at the time. He needed some fodder for 
his political campaign, in addition to 
trying to smash the growing movement 
of the mountain people against 
strip-mining. 

We know that at the same time John 
McClellan had his perverted reasons for 
trying to smash the Black Liberation 
Movement. We know why he sent John 
Brick down to steal our papers. 

Yes, you knew our home was raided 
and our papers seized under an 
unconstitutional state law, and that 
these papers were given to McClellan 
without our knowledge or consent. And 
yet our rights were not protected in 
your courtroom 

You knew that McClellan had lied to 
the United States Senate when he said 
the subpoenas were based on outside 
ijifonnation about our involvement in 
the Nashville disorders and then later, in 


this courtrogim, reversing this position. 
And again, our rights were not 
protected in your coiirtroon. 

You knew David Bress lied to the 
Grand Jury when he explained our case 
to them. And yet our rights were not 
protected in your courtroom. 

You agreed to the set of niles offered 
by Bress winch were designed to 
throoughly confuse the jury and violate 
due process. And still, our rights were 
not protected in this courtroom. 

You graduated at the top of your 
class at Georgetown Law School. You 
are a smart md experienced judge. All 
of us who attended the trial have no 
doubt you understand the Constitution, 
that you know the law, and that you 
know the facts of this case. It all boils 
down to whose Interests you serve. 

We have friends in the mountains and 
all over the South, even some of the 
members of our families, my own 
mother for instance, who used to have 
some faith in the federal court system. 
Thai was before they watched the 
sorrry charade in this courtroom last 
June. 

Each time you mled against fair play, 
you taught them more than a hundred 
of our speeches could. So the next time 
you hear people speak with contempt or 
disrespect for the judicial process - 
remember what you taught them. 

You taught them that the business of 
the court is not to protect the rights of 
ordinary citizens. No indeed. You 
showed again and again and again that 
the court is to serve the interests of coal 
operators, United States Senators, and 
other members of the ruling class. 

And so now we come to get 
sentenced by you. 

* m ... 


The line is drawn more clearly now. 
You are on one side. Your job is ■ 
protecting the U.S, Government - a 
government whose present purpose is to 
seiTe the in terests of the owning class. A * 
government tliat is responsible for tlic 
murders of millions of working people 
in Southeast Asia and Latin America. A * 
govensment that thrives on apartheid 
and racism in South Africa, South " 
Carolina and New York. A government "• 
that has perpetuated male supremacy 
and denied equal status for women, 
thereby oppressing us. * 

We stand before you today on the 
other Side. Our interests are the same as 
poor and working people. Our lives shall * 
serve this class of people. 

We are glad we fought against * 
strip-mining and black lung with the ^ 
people of Appalachia. We would do that 
again. 

We are glad we worked with the * 
courageious people in SNACC and 
ACEF and others who fought for the" 
riglit of black people to participate in* 
the political process. We would do that 
again. * 

We are glad we fouglit against an* 
outrageous attempt by the U.S. Senate 
to erase the Fourth Amendment from ^ 
the Constitution. We woulld do that i 
again. 

We are glad we refused to play 
McClellan’s dirty game. We would do • 
that again. 

One day the people of this country * 
will form a government that serves poor • 
and working people. We are proud to be ; 
a member of the class of people that is 
going to form it. * 

We are very proud to be standing 
before you today. * 
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hard to believe that you labef as ^^absurd" the charges of racism that came down 
after that. We sat through this workshop reluctantly, and rather disgustedly. 
Because neither you, the lesbian collective, nor those five black women, 
represented us or, in fact, most women, in the workshop. Rather, you and they 
were two opposing forces representing an extreme and undialectical answer to 
each other: while you disregarded the serious problem of racism in the white 
women’s movement, they disregarded the legitimacy of the women *5 movement 
all together; attacking each other, without ever considering the possibility of 
common interests and goals; competitive, egocentric, and profoundly 
uncommunisL 

As for the black women's difficulty In accepting the abolition of the nuclear 
family as a demand, has it occurred to you that the needs of certain groups of 
women, needs which arise out of concrete conditions at a given time, may be 
drastically different from what you have decided must be the needs of all 
women? We, toOj believe tliat the abolition of the nuclear family is essential if 
women are to gain their liberation; but we understand and respect the fact thaf 
chiid^care may be far more important for third-world women and their children 
at this stage in the struggle. Maybe, black people will never ‘‘demand'* the 
abolition of the nuclear family, but only in the long process of revolution will 
alternative forms be found — forms which will be worked out through practice, 
not by abstract demands. 

Furthermore, how do you resolve the contradiction between your priorities 
and the priorities of a majority of third-world women, who, by and large, join 
the struggle for national liberation of their whole people, men and women? 
Being a woman means quite a different thing to them. Their historicai 
experience is very different from yours, and their oppression weighs equally 
heavily on them. Their different experiences determine their different needs and 
priorities. Don’t discount that We must all try to understand and learn from iL 

In the second paragraph of your article, our questions and disagreements do 
not diminish, but mcrcasc. You say: ‘^All previous revolutions were dominated 
by male mentality. In fact, previous revolutions have been incomplete. While 
they have served the purposes of men, there have been no revolutionary changes 
in the conditions of women.” 


(A reply to WOMAN IDENTIFIED WOMEN:ON THE MANS CONVENTION, 
which was written by a lesbian collective from New York and printed In RAT, 
October 6,1970) 


When we say THE MAN, wc mean Nixon, Mitchell, Police'Chiefs Rizzo, 
Murphy, Ahearn; we mean Con Ed, AT^T: we mean sexist, racist, oppressive, 
exploitative-downtown or uptown-who destroy our lives, your lives by 
controlling, vamping, repressing, assessing and determining ALL for each of us; 
THAT (not he} is the MAN. 

When you use THE MAN to refer to the Black Panther Party, you are saying 
that the differences between men are not important; that basically, they all do 
the same thing: oppress us, fuck us over. Agnew and General Abrams, yes, you 
would admit they are the bigger enemies. But In your paper, the Panthers, when 
it comes right down to it are the enemy, too. The article actually refers to the 
convention as ‘‘enemy territory.” Not once is the point made that one group of 
■men—white ruling class men with complete allegience to a murderous 
system—are the absolute oppressors. That other classes and races of men are the 
oppressed. Black men are on the State's slaughterbSock. Black women and Black 
men must be exterminated by the sUte because they have come to represent the 
Revolution of a whole people. 

Is this revolution in which we, too, arc impiicated, nothing but an 
ego-tripping power struggle between one bunch of bad men and another bunch 
of bad men? Do you really see aff men as the enemy? Have none of us 
known men who have led rotten lives, worked their asses off, and got nothing 
for it except just enough to survive (and maybe just a little bit more than that 
after 20 or 30 years)? Men who have been fucked over from head to toe, 
including their brains, and who have taken their misery and frustrations out on 
women? Yes. They have and they do fuck us over badly. But they get nothing 
from it Not really. Nothing to make their conditions better; nothing to change 
the indignities of their lives. Sure, we have to take these men on too. Absolutely. 
Men do oppress us. But we know, too, that one oppressor does not equal 
another oppressor does not equal pig. 

Your article attributes the same motives through which the rulers of this 
country try to oppress and destroy the world's people to the Panthers-who you 
seem to say deliberately and systematically oppress women. But are not those 
two oppressions and oppressors fundamentally different? The former must be 
smashed, the latter can be changed: not softly, not passively, not fcarfulty, but 
in the spirit of love and respect. 

How quickly you came to conceive of the Peoples Convention as “(^ni^riy 
territory”] You give no indication that you believe it possible for the Black 
Panther Party to change or that Party members have any desire or intention to 
do so. Has it come down to either you (women? white women? lesbian women? 

• nonwhile women?) or them? Is your conflict with them, inevitable and 
irresolvable? The politics of your article seems to argue so. In the article, the 
entire burden is placed on THEM, There is no attempt to understand the 
immediate context in which that convention took place or the Panthers 
development as revolutionaries. No questions in your minds or in your article; 
no burden on you. That, truly, Is how an enemy is treated. 

And as long as your definition of the ‘‘enemy” includes the Black Panther 
Party, you can resist the often painful and complicated process which forces us 
to hold up our own notions against reality, the reality of other people, of other 
oppressed people. And this in turn produces the righteous tone which runs 
through the article where you pronounce as facts things which occurred very 
differentiy from your representation of them; where ’^ou attribute the worst and 
most despicable motives to the Panthers for all of the problems of that 
convention; where your insinuations smear not only the Panthers but, by 
association, the very struggle itself. Ail of this to f\iyonr case. Check out the 
facts. We can ill afford not to do so; we are women who are also the products of 
a national heritage that encourages and nurtures cultural chauvinism and 
disregard for the needs of others; but more than that we cannot win our own 
struggle without changing these deeply ingrained attitudes. 

The first sentence of your article is: “Women are the revolution." What about 
male Vietnamese freedom fighters? There are many of them—loo many for the 
Pentagon. How can you make such a blanket statement about “the revolution” 
without including as revolutionaries the very people who have advanced the 
cause of world revolution — by struggling successfully against U,S, 
imperialism—more than any other people in recent history? Or is that not 
“your” revolution? Vietnamese women seem to think it is theirs. Can^We [earn 
anything from them? Or does your statement refer specifically to the U.S.? Are 
you saying that Angela Davis and all those black sisters whose names wc don't 
even know are the revolution, but that Jonathan lackson, the Soledad Brothers, 
Los Siete dc la Raza, the heroic men in the Queens House of Detention, are not? 
What revolution are you talking about? An all-women’s revolution? Here your 
ideology leads you deeper and deeper Into conflicts which you cannot resolve, 
isolating you not only from all male revolutionaries, but from large masses of 
revolutionary women as well. 

“Women are the revolution.” What women? All women? Upper-class white 
women? Working-class women, white, black, and brown? All lesbian women? All 
third-world women? These groups of women have different needs, a fact which 
you refuse to recognize. For example, you say: 

When demands for actions leading to the real equalization of power 

between the sexes undiluted and subverted by traditionally defined 


RESPONSE 

concerns (i.e., fesbian demands) enthusiastic response by the 
women was met with charges of racism and bourgeois indulgence. To point 
out ibe absurdity of this, our demand for the abolishment of heterosexual 
role programming and patriarchy was called bourgeois and demands for 
iwentv'-four hour child-care centers was labeled rlght-On revolutionary. 

No doubt you are reffering here specifically to the black women who 
participated in that women's workshop and who made charges of racism and 
self-indulgence and did not think much of the abolition of the nuclear family. 
But although wc will make no attempt to defend the rote that those particular 
black women played at the workshop (women who pushed what seemed to us a 
C.P. line) we think it important to analyze your statement in terms of some 
other things that were going on at the workshop, things which you choose not to 
discuss. These black women at the workshop chose to trash the whole white 
women’s movement. They responded to the racism within the women's 
movement by denying the legitimacy of the movement itself. However, some of 
the charges of racism were a direct response to the vehemence with which you 
chose not simply to criticize but to completely attack Huey Newton for what we 
too admit was the lack of consciousness regarding women and their oppression 
displayed in his preamble. Not only did you denounce Huey Newton as an 
enemy during that workshop, but you urged all the women there to separate 
themselves from the Panthers and from the convention — to write their own 
preamble, to write their own constitution. You never suggested that we struggle 
within the structure of the convention and thus work toward important and 
necessary changes in this preamble. You said that we should do it alone - by 
ourselves, for ourselves — since “Panthers will always fuck us over.” We find it 


THERE CAN BE NO 
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT 
WITHOUT A REVOLUTIONARY 
IDEOLOGY 

-V. I, LENIN 














'^All previous revolutions have been incompfete”? Yes. That certainly is true. 
And they will remain incomplete as long as American imperialism is not 
completely and absolutely overthrown, destroyed, strangled to death. In fact^ 
they will remain rncomplete even then. They will never stop. There is no such 
thing as a completed revolution. 

But here our agreement, if It is agreement, stops, and our anger begins. Our 
anger at the utter class-bias, white-uppcr-middle-class bias, the traditional 
egocentrism, not of oppressed people, but of white western European American 
people (men and women, as exemplified here) that is used as the standard by 
which you have judged all previous revolutions. And so contemptuously 
misjudged! 

There have been no revolutionary changes in the conditions of women? They 
have served only the purposes of men? Tell it to the Chinese women, tell it to 
the Vietnamese women, yes, tell it to the Cuban women! What is it to us, having 
grown up in the luxury of non-scarcity, that each child born in Cuba now gets all 
the medicine necessary for his mid her survival! What is it to us, who associate 
the word “illiteracy'' only with newspaper accounts from distant and miserable 
places, that each woman in Cuba who had to make a living before by being a 
whore for the white murderers of imperialism now knows how to read and write, 
tan go to school and, no matter what, has a meal each day? And more than that, 
she no longer thinks of herself as a piece of shit, but know that she is vital to 
the revolution? What is this and more to us when weighed against the fact that 
all women are not yet completely liberated in Cuba? For that Is true. They are 
not. We all know It. The Cuban women know It, too. And they will change that. 
We trust they will change that, alihoiigh their speed, and their perspective on It 
may differ from ours. 

And the Chinese women? Have we studied their history of enslavement, of 
feudalism, of Japanese imperialism? And the history of their revolution? Was it 
not a woman who led the cultural revolution in China, not as a token woman 
leader, but as one who came out of and had a tremendously strong base among 
masses of women? Women who not only have large and autonomous 
organizations all over the country, but who are indispensable in determining, 
evaluating, and managing production and distribution on the local, regional, and 
national levels? More than that, they are women who assert their status in 
society by liing Instrumental in throwing off the shackles of an ancient culture 
and oppressive marriage and divorce laws, by replacing family structures with 
experiments in communal child-raising far beyond anything we have ever 
suggested, lei alone put into practice. No — China is not Ideal either. All the 
problems have not been solved. There are still remnants of feudalism, of 
bourgeois ideology, of role-playing and male dominance. But they can do it! 



All previous revolutions have served only the purposes of men] What slander, 
not only on the great revolutionary leaders of history, but on all the people who 
made those revolutions! People who produced those leaders and who, right now, 
are In the process of producing more and more great women leaders. Because the 
time has come, they need them. They cannqt do without them, as v/e, too, 
cannot do without them. And that means we cannot do without ourselves. Our 
fuU selves! 

Everything we have discussed so far leads up to the source and crux of our 
differences. You say: “we, revolutionary women, can act only from our own 
reality.'* Yes, it is true that it is our own oppression, and the understanding of 
this oppression, which, however vague in the beginning, is one of the main forces 
that mobilized us into making the revolution. This will continue to be so for 
many other people who join the struggle. But what IS "our own reality'' in 1970 in 
White America? f t Is being a woman, a white woman, traditionally subservient,, 
subordinate, worth so much less than a man - any white man. Forced into all^ 
that, from the beginning. A tremendous burden already, but that is a/R* 
Does this alone describe our own reality? What about racism, the alFpervasive 
ideology of racism In this country, the millions of daily racist acts perpetrated' 
agains non-whites in this country? Has this not oppressed us? Were you not 
involved in It at all, simply because you are white? Can you see beyond, for a 
moment, tliat double oppression of being a w'oman and a lesbian. In white 
America “dumbness” as a woman, "aggressiveness” as a lesbian - whatever the 
stereotypes people used as an excuse to despise and oppress you - could at 
times be overcome, if you were white. When you were up against the wall for a 
job or a place to live, white America never fucked you over with the worst it has 
to offer, for weapons of that nature are reserved for blacks and browns. How 
many of us have been murdered for being lesbians? We do not accuse you of 
claiming heavier oppression than you “deserve" to claim. 

But the country" wanted something from you, and Avas ready to do a little 
something for you, because you were white. Did this not oppress the fucking 
hell out of you? Did you not hate, yes, hate hate hate this lousy country for iL, 
because all that was only the other side of whai was done to other people? It 


implicated all of us, long before we could even defend ourselves against it; it 
instilled attitudes of superiority, of fear in us, before we could even scream: 
Stop it! Fear of non-whites, particularly blacks. Has this system under which we 
grew up not hindered our very humanity? 

And the war in Vietnam? We are forced to kill and torture the Vietnamese. 
We arc forced, yes WE, all of us. Or is it only the soldiers who hold the guns and 
carry the napalm-bombs? No - all this is our owu reality. We open the 
newspapers and we read that in Brazil only one out of every two children lives to 
the age of one. America and tU guns rule Brazil. We know that. Is that an 
abstraction? We are surrounded by the blood and murder of our rulers each day 
of the week, and It fills us with anger; it makes us sick with hatred and disgust 
for ourselves and for others. It destroys us. All this is "our own reality,” one 
aspect of which is being a woman. 

What you call "only your own reality” is an expression of the very ideology 
capitalism instills in us: Everyone should take care of her own, his own, Fight for 
yourself and never mind the others. Many workers in this country were led into 
that mistake by their leaders. They were convinced to buy that shit. They fought 
for "their own Interests” and those Interests were defined very narrowly. They 
won certain prizes from their fight, and we don't want to denounce some of the 
very Important struggles that went on to win these "prizes.” But once the gains 
had been made, those who had fought for them were not prepared for the much 
bigger struggle-the tremendous tasks that still had to be accomplished for all 
oppressed people. For in the course of their struggles, the winners did not 
develop a revolutionary consciousness which placed the common interest above 
their own self-interest, and which could have broken through their racism. It is 
this that kept them from joining the revolution which is developing In this 
country now. And this is a monumentally important lesson: Ei/ery struggle 
which defines itself narrowly as only a "self-interest'' struggle will sooner.or later 
clash with the interests of the most oppressed people. As the women's suffrage 
movement finally did. And as you find that your struggle now clashes with the 
black struggle, not only with the Black Panther Party. 

There is nocompet/tton between levels of oppression. Does this mean that 
you should subordinate ybur Interests, submerge your own experiences? Not at 
all. It means that we all have to add to our understanding of oppression all those 
aspects which fall outside the realm of our ovvn direct experience. Because our 
experiences do divide us from the most oppressed, our consciousness and 
practice have to bridge that gap. We can do that We will have to do that.. 
Otherwise, we cannot be successful - neither our struggle, nor our atteojpts to 
realize our own humanity. Every oppression affects us, no matter how much we 
try to shield ourselves. 

We believe that the only way we can make the next step for ourselves and for 
other women h to understand all the steps that have been necessary In that long 
and ultimately life-asserting process that is history. And that history is made up 
of many different people, different cultures, and different conditions; 
revolutions have always been shaped by these differences. We cannot ignore 
everything that has happened before we came into the picture. You cannot 
either. But if you do then you do not speak for the women of these revolutions 
or for us. Because the needs of many revolutionary women have not been, and 
are not, identical with yours, are they therefore not women? Are they women 
with a "male” consciousness? You call the Panther sisters "male-identified". It Is 
true that in many ways they are suspicious of the white womens movement 
Your article is a good example of the reasons for this mlsirust. But, at the same 
time, they give our movement a lot more thought than you give them credit for. 
They are revolutionary sisters who assume that there is a basis in reality when 
any person says he or she is oppressed. 

We should talk some more about the events at the convention Itself, You 
interpret all the problems which occurred—and there were many—as the result of 
a Panther conspiracy against you, a lesbian collective from New York. You 
imply that each cancelled workshop did not come about because the Panthers 
were absolutely threatened by' women getting together. That view is made 
explicit in the statement: 

^^he hysterica! and paranoid reaction of the Panthers has helped us to 

realize the potency of our position as women whose primary concern is 

our own revolution.*' 

Your own revoiuiion? How can it become ours, too? 

What you claim was reality distorts by half-truths the experiences of that 
weekend and leaves no room for the possibility that there might have existed 
other than conspiratorial reasons—directed against all women and particulary 
Lesbian women-that might account for fuck-ups and bad communication; we 
are not erasing from reality that Panther men did oppress women. These 
Panthers showed a lack of consciousness. The oppression of women by men 
must always be struggled against. We specifically want to discuss one Incident 
which was very oppressive. But we in no way accept the "conspiracy theory'* 
which permeates your article. 

Many new and unforseen pressures greatly affected the convention, 
-preventing it from being exactly what wc had hoped for-smoother, less chaotic. 
However, your article conveniently leaves out whole chunks of reality, glosses 
over them or omits them as being Irrelevant to your case against the Panthers; 
can one forget that during the week preceding the convention Rizzo and his pigs 
terrorized the black community? That they stripped naked and busted local 
Black Panther men and promised a final solution on national television? All this 
had a profound influence; it changed the context in which that convention took 
place. The black community was tense-ready to go, really behind the Panthers. 
They had just gone through a battle together and were untied in rage against 
the pigs. When the convention started, not only did the expected 2,000 to 3,000 
people show up, black and white, but thousands more. Ten thousand people 
were there, or more, and most of them were black. These unplanned-for but 
totally welcomed masses of people threw the whole time schedule Into disarray. 
As you said in your paper, Tabor did not speak as originally planned, but later, 
and his speech was long, and the workshops, Including the women's/were 
cancelled. You say that Tabor's references to women and homosexuals were 

_-T ''^superficial” and not "springing from a real awareness of our oppress,0n.” This 

demeans the depth and beauty of hrs speech, but his integrity. It 
ruJnl^^^ demands from Tabor what many women have yet to accomplish-"a real 
jLJlJJH awareness of our oppression." If 20 or 25 women left In the middle of TaborT 
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Painfutly enough the liberation of women in Palestinian society was greatly 
helped when the Zionists occupied their land forcing a million and a half 
Palestinians to flee and severely oppressing those who chose to stay. Because 
families were separated and because jobs for Arabs in occupied Palestine were 
scarce and paid badly, many women were forced to work to support their 
families. Women living outside the occupied territories, both in refugee camps 
and in Arab cities had to take on similar responsibilities. In addition to this, the 
fact that the rnajority of Palestinians became refugees -- living dispersed outside 
their homeland, tended to loosen their adherence to tradition. 

Yet many traditions which are oppressive to women remain. Although few 
women wear veils, many women are not permitted to speak to men outside of 
their immediate families and are not permitted out of the house after sunset. We 
visited homes where women were not allowed to sit with us as we sat and ate 
with the men but merely drifted in and out to serve us or watched from a 
distance. We met men who were reluctant to speak about women and who 
seemed to feel ttiat the woman's main role was to raise children and take care of 
the house. And we met women who still seemed to derive much of their feeling 
of importance from the number of male children which they were able to 
produce. 

Obviously the old "family structure", which was maintained for centuries, 
cannot undergo a complete change overnight. But one Arab custom in regard to 
women seems to have disappeared almost completely. As in Western countries, it 
used to be considered unfeminine for a woman to be involved in or even to 
discuss politics. Since the Palestinian resistance has taken over the camps in 
Jordan and Lebanon the atmosphere of the camps has been revolutionized too. 
In addition to the many programs initiated by the revolution to involve people 
directly, each political group active in the camps (the most active are groups are 
Fateh, Saika, Popular Frortt for the Liberation of Palestine and Popular 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine) holds rallys, usually once a 
week, which everyone is invited to attend. In addition to this, some groups hold 


photograph the Palestinian people they should go to the front and take pictures 
of the commandos fighting. Still another woman demanded to know whether we 
were Israelis. When we told her that we were Americans but had come in support 
of the revolution she slapped our hands in a revolutionary greeting. She took me 
to her home where she told me that all Palestinians, including her eight year old 
daughter and her eighty year old mother, were fedayeen ( Palestinian freedom 
fighters - literally "sacrificers"). 

Many men whom we spoke to in the revolutionary organizations understand 
the importance of involving women on an equal basis. One man who directs the 
militia training at a large camp said "We realize that Palestinian women are not 
only fighting Zionism and Imperialsim but also the imperiaisim of men." Others 
expressed agreement with the theory that a society is only as liberated as its 
women and that it is essential that all Palestinian people, both men and women, 
be liberated. But whatever the ideological explanation, everyone realizes that 
women are really needed in the Palestinian Revolution and women are involved 
on every level of the struggle. 

In almost every camp there is a women's center wnere women can come to 
learn various skills and to do work for the revolution. In most cases these centers 
are originally set up by women from the resistance organizations who come 
from outside the camp. They proceed by speaking witn different women and 
asking them what skills they want to learn. Then they set up programs so that 
these can be taught. Some women want to learn how to read and write. Others 
want to learn handicrafts such as weaving and embroidery which were 
commonly practiced in Palestine but were nearly forgotten when the Palestinians 
began living in camps. At the same time, there are also classes in first aid and 
discussions on hygiene and health. Through such discussions the women have 
worked out ways to improve the sanitary conditions of the camps which had 
greatly deteriorated under the administration of LINRWA (United Nations 
Refugee Welfare Administration) and the Lebanese and 

There are also special centers, set up by the Union 


political education classes, which again, everyone is invitied to attend. Some 
women who are reluctant to appear in public gatherings where men are present 
are more likely to come to a meeting in someone's home. One woman told us that 
the group she belongs to always sends a woman and a man to lead political 
education groups, since they know that women can relate to other women more 


Indeed, we were told that the revolutionary spirit of the women is often 
stronger than that of the men. As we walked through the camps we were 
sometimes confronted by women who demanded to know who we were and 
why we were there. We were never approached by men in this way, men were 
always more polite in their inquiries. One woman complained angrily that too 
many "tourists" had come through the camps to take pictures and report that 
the Palestinian people live in squalid conditions. She said she was tired of having 
her people represented that way. Another woman reacted to a group of NBC 
at Shatila Camp in the same way, saying that if they wanted to 


where the children of the martyrs (women and men who have been 
combat) can go to learn sewing and first aid and to receive political education 
and mititary training, in Amman, the programs have developed to the extent 
that wives and daughters of martyrs are beginning to set up small factories so 
that they may become self-sufficient. And in Soave, a camp in the rtorth of 
Jordan, one political organization has helped the women to purchase machinery 
to start a carpet factory. (Unfortunately this factory was destroyed recently in 
■the attacks by King Hussein's army.) Women are also involved in making clothes 
and cooking for the commandos. Some of these activities may not seem very 
liberating to women in the United States, since it means that women are still 
sewing and cooking; however, they are important to the Palestinians because 
they provide the means for women who are either not willing or not able to 
participate in military activities to be involved in the revolution and provide 
necessary services as well. 









For example, I met one woman named Umm Omar who was about fifty years 
old and who had five children. Her official task was cooking fur the commandos 
and she was very proud of this. However, she is really a camp organizer -■ she 
goes around talking to other women in her area, encouraging them to go to rallys 
and political education classes and to do work for the revolution. She herself, 
along with her children, attends rallys for all political organizations at the camp. 
Her enthusiasm was Incredible -■ I asked her how she had time to take care of her 
house and do political work too and she said since she became involved in the 
revolutior? she is never tired. All of her children, three daughters and two sons, 
are involved in various resistance organizations and have received military 
training. 

Umm Omar told us that the revolutionary spirit of her two youngest 
daughters, who were about ten and twelve years old was stronger than most 
men. She said that whenever there is a crisis the children run ahead of the men 
to find out what is going on. The next day we spent some time in one of the 
political offices of the camp and there was Fatima, Umm Omar's youngest 
daughter, waiting to hear news of the crisis in Jordan and singing revolutionary 
songs over the loudspeaker. She confided to us with some excitement that there 
was soom to he a 45 day military training course which she was going to take 
part in. 

Umm Omar told us that the majority of older women are stilt somewhat 
conservative but in many of the younger ones such as her daughters there is a 
complete change. Women who are ready to enter into the struggle more directly 
take military training. This is, of course, voluntary and the number of women 
training varies ftom camp to camp. Generally in Jordan there are more women 
trained and active militarily than in Lebanon because Jordan is the main base of 
operations for the resistance and many women as well as men are willing to shed 
their adherence to tradition and to commit themselves to the revolution faced 
with the seriousness of the situation there. 

There are three basic levels of training. Young girls up to fifteen years are given 
military exercises, training in light arms and political education. In Fateh the 
yuung girts who train are called Zaharat or the "flowers" of Fateh (Saharo was 
the name of th? tribe of Mohammed's mother). This group corresponds to the 
Ashbal (tigers cubs) for young boys. The youngest Zaharat member whom I met 
was three years old. We were told that her father was a martyr and she insisted 
on receiving training. 

Most of the younger children also attend schools which are set up by the 
UNRWA. Unfortunately the resistance does nut have time or money or 
manpower to set up its own schools now so the UNRWA schools remain. But 
like ghetto schools in the United States, they are hopelessly inadequate, A 
student leaves school after the fifth grade {the last grade in the UNRWA system) 

The next level of training is the militia. Generally this is for men and women 

Women 


from fifteen on. In some groups women train with men; in others their training is 
separate. These are people who live in the refugee camps and in Jordanian and 
Lebanese cities and carry on the "normal" life of a Palestinian refugee with one 
difference: they are armed and trained to guard the camps and defend them in 
case of attack. Most of the women we met from the militia in Lebanon were 
young and either unmarried or without children, although in Jordan there are 
more older rnarried women with children who participate. Most Palestinians who 
join the militia are either in school or work in jobs outside the camp. 

During the September conflict in Jordan, when King Husiein's army launched 
a vicious attack on the Palestinians in an effort to liquidate them, it was the 
militia, not the commandos, who carried on most of the fighting against the 
Jordanian army, In Amman, where the attack was heaviest (some refugee camps 
were shelled and bombed constantly - Al Wabdat in the center of Amman, was 
totally destroyed), there were almost no commandos involved. Thus the militia 
far exceeded its intended function as a defensive force to back up the 
commandos { in Arabic the word used by the Palestinians for militia means 
literally "those who protect the hacks of the commandos") and proved 
themselves as a powerful fighting force. And the Palestinian women proved 
decisively that they too were fighters. Some women took their places beside men 
in the trenches and in the semi-destroyed and abandoned buildings from which 
the Palestinians launched their counter attack. Others established supply lines or 
took the places of the men and women who usually guarded the camps. Several 
women especially in the North in Irbid and Ramtha where the fighting was also 
heavy, served as commanders of contingents of fighters which included both 
women and men. 

Up until the September fighting women with some exceptions had taken a 
secondary role in military and administrative matters; their efforts were 
concentrated more in the social and economic aspects of the revolution in which 
they are more skilled than the men. However, in the Jordan conflict, women 
proved their incredible versatility. They not only fought along with men but also 
took leading positions in combat. As a result, their status as members of the 
Palestinian Resistance has been strengthened. It has become obvious that they 
must be permitted to patticipale on the level with men in al! respects. 

Finally there are the commandos. These are people with rigorous training 
who make raids into Israel. The percentage of women now serving in the 
commandos is small, Leila Khaled Is the exception rather than the rule; however, 
various organizations. One group is now setting up free clinics in some of the 





there are women commandos, some of whom bold important positions and more 
women are now being trained. After the conflict in Jordan, many women militia 
members who participated in the fighting werd accepted in the commando 
forces. Being a commando is the most difficult role for a woman to take in the 
Palestinian Revolution for many reasons. First it is necessary for womeir-to 
overcome the myth that they are physically weaker than men, as well as the 
reality that because of their former tack of training they are initially weaker than 
men of the same age. Second, being a commando requires a considerable degree 
of independence, since the commandos are required to leave their homes to live 
in bases on the border of occupied Palestine from which their attacks are carried 
out. Then, too, it requires working very closely with men-- something that was 
strictly forbidden throughout much of Arab society until now. But women are 
proving increasingly that they can overcome all of these harriers and more. 

In addition to these specific programs, women participate in the revolution in 
many vvays. Many women work as nurses and sorrie as doctors in the 
revolutionary hospitals and clinics sqt up by the Red Crescent society or by the 
camps where women are given some medical training so that they can help 
Palestinian families with their numerous health problems. 

Although many women have attained a great degree of independence and 
strength, Palestinian women on the whole are still far from total liberation. 
Many still fee! the cultural limitatiuns which require that they consult their 
fathers or their husbands on anything they wish to do outside^the home and 
many fathers and husbands, as well as mothers, are still very conservative. Some 
who understand that it is important for their daughters and wives to be involved 
in the revolution steer them towards nursing or handicrafts rather than military 
involvement. This is one reason why the percentage of women militia members 
and women commandos is smaller than the percentage of men. 

We spoke to one woman in Lebanon who had tried to join one of the 
resistance organizations once but had been stopped by her father and brothers 
who prefer that she sit at home and take care of the house. She says that there 
are many women like her who are ready to move but feel restricted. She said 
that she felt that if the revolution came to Lebanon as it has to Jordarr the 
women would be liberated and become active immediately. 

Of course, in addition to the 'external restrictions' there are also the 
inhibitions which the women feel themselves about becomiim Independent and 
working with men. For some, changing their former belims and mores is a 
painful process and they would either accomplish it mure gradually by doing 
famdiar, even menial tasks, such as sewing and cooking first Yet many of these 
inhibitions disappear as soon as they become trained and armed. 

The changes which the revolution has brought about in the status of women 
in Palestinian society are extensive considering the fact that the resistance 
organizations have only been working above ground for twu years in Jordan and 
one year in Lebanon. That revofutionary influence continues. One woman told 
us that the Palestinian women are constantly aware of the example of the 
Algerian women who were welcomed into the ranks of the revolution only to be 
sent back to the kitchen and again hidden behind their veils as soon as the 
national liberation struggle had been won. This particular woman believes that 
women have 'advanced beyond this point, that through their work in the 
revolution they have gained a degree of independence which cannot be taken 
away and which will eventually extend throughout the society. The strength of 
the women I met was very inspiring, especially since some had emerged recently 
from a iargefy sheltered existence to work nearly twenty-four hours a day for 
the revolution. The Palestinian women, like their Vietnamese sisters, seem to 
know that there is a long struggle and there is no time to waste. 
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We know that wometi arc put down by men 
everywhere. However, a [ot of women seem to be 
oblivious to all the hassles encountered by women in 
high school They are in a just as bad, if not worse 
dilemma than a lot of other women. 1'hey are 
confronted with two problems; one is that they Ye 
women, and the other is that they Ye students, and in 
case any of you have forgotten, alt students are 
niggers. 

Treatment of women in high school is appalling. 
Take gym eJassesThey hand out these militaristic gym 
suits (what? no rubber girdle?) which makes one look 
like a teeny-bopper meter maid. You do exercises to 
increase your bust, reduce your waist, help your 
posture, make you walk gracefully. For a girJY gym 
class you need very little physical endurance , but a 
hell of a lot of mental endurance. White you hear ihc 
guys nexi: door playing basketball, for you itY, ''On 
your feet girts. One and two and one and two and../' 

Another fantastic thing about school is the 
infallible grading system. FOr a man teacher, tf you 
wear very short skirts and low clingy shirts, you'll get 
an A, However, if a woman teacher sees you like that 
she'll think you Ye a hussy and will accordingly give 
you a low grade, ItY a mess. Men always seem to 
think that they should make allowances for the “poor 
chick”. She must be tired, she's so fragile, sheY pretty 
smart for a girl,” These are just some of the things 
that have been said to me. It's the eighth wonder of 
the world that my blood pressure Is still normal. 

And letY not forget that large hunk of male 
supremacy (or in the case of my school, an Aunt 
'Tom), the infallible guidance counselor. “What do 
you mean you want to take shop? Why don't you 
take sewing?” “Dear, youYe a straight A student in 
Biology, Have you ever considered becoming a 
nurse?” At this point one would think that either she 
is going mad, or she Is the only sane one left. 

Let's not for^^t those fantastic history books we 
(supposedly) study from! St took me fourteen years 
to find out that there was another woman in 
amerlkkkan history besides Betsy Ross (bless that 
dear sweet lady) who stayed home and sewed the 
flag. And let's not forget WomenY Suffrage which got 
an entire half a page in my history book. Very 
gentlemanly of the publishers, wouldn’t you say? 

Here's another great thing about my school. The 
men have draft counselling. Why don't the women 
have birth control information given out? When the 
move was brought up, the principal muttered some¬ 
thing about contributing to the deJinquency of a 
minor, which is absolute bullshit. 

I find myself working twice as hard as I have to , 
just to prove that I am just as, if not smarter than, the 
men in my class. I get stuck with shitwork in the 
attempt to prove myselT But honey, in high school 
you Ye either an intelligent cunt, a cheerleading cunt, 
a revolutionary cunt, or a plain old class weirdo cunt. 
Here are some random examples of puLdowns. A 
teacher catches two women talking. “Can’t girls ever 
stop gossippirrg?” A teacher caught a woman talking 
to a man. “Don’t distract him from his studies/'The 
most incredible thing happened lo a friend of mine. 
She got up to get a drink of water and a teacher said, 
“Stop showing off your legs!” ItY just incredible. 


Every fucking thing that goes wrong is blamed on 
women. If a fire drill is too noisy, sotneone is e 
to get up and say that the women were chattel ing 
incessantly. 

Let's look ahead to college. “Are you sure you 
don't want to go lo secretarial school? You can get an 
exciting job in the business world. Besides, it’s the- 
men who should go to college. Let your future 
husband take care of you. Being a wife and moiher is 
enough of a career for women/’ Many women gel 
these raps laid down to them (and I do mean laid way 
down as If they were two years old). There seems to 


be a conspiracy in the works to keep a lot of women 
from going on to college. Maybe they Ye scared that 
wc’ll be more able to see through all their supremacist 
bullshiL 

In amerikkka, women have mental, emotional 
and sexual guilt placed on them. The women in high 
school get it too, but it seems worse. In a cfoistered 
community, everyone will condemn you and you 
won't gel that much support. Fm going to present a 
situation that might help to drive a point home. A 
woman and a guy arc walking down the hall holding 
hands. “Let go of his hand and let hlm^o to class,” 
shouted one teacher at this couple. Obviously the 
teacher felt that the woman had seduced the guy or 
something. In this instance the woman was degraded 
until she felt as guilty as if a teacher had discovered 
her trying to sell herself on 42nd St. Why must all 
this guilt be placed on the womanY shoufdcrs? Why is 
it so hard to apply to college if you are a woman? 
Why does the school system want to keep women in 
the dark about birth control? Why? Because the 
whole Administrative power structure Is male. The 
principal is male. The heads of the academic depar¬ 
tments arc male. How we work in a sch.^ ", where 
they'll kick a woman out if they find out 
pregnant, but won't even try to find the-guy ? ThatY 
just great training ground for our 
lovc-’em and-leave-'em etliic. (And what about abo¬ 
rtion counselling?) Why is it that our student 
government is male dominated and does nothing but 
work out sports schedules? Why is it that when you 
walk down the halls there’s a good chance that you'll 
get-felt up? Why is it that when a woman walks into a 
class the'teacher gives her a stare that would make a 
model for SCREW blush? Why is it that almost every 
book you read is sexist and portrays women in such a 
distorted way that you'd never have thought it was a 
woman? I don't know. Maybe some of you do. 
Sometimes I get so mad I don't even try to think. 
ThereY one thing I know for sure, though. High 
schools are sister buildings to the WomenY House of 
Detention. You either change them or you level 
them. 
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The folio wmg article was receive^/ at RAT from a 
woman student ai George Washington High School 
We felt strongly about printing the article despite the 
fact that it is not written from a specifically women's 
viewpoint (much of Rat copy isn V -- a point of 
continuous debate and angpish amongst the Rat 
staff). The straight press has been either totally 
unsympathetic or at best ambiguous, and the 
movement has printed very little about the stmggle in 
the schools. Also, the wotmn who gave us the 
interview about squat ling in the last issue of RAT is 
very involved the the George Washington stmggle and 
through getting to know her we started to learn 
about how parents, mostly mothers of smdents, are 
joining in the high school stmggle. It seems that 
parents and their children, and families of different 
backgrounds, are uniting to fight the school system. 

The sruaents desperately need support. They 
nave told us that they feel isolated, and are Mire 
this must be mte of the students from groups who are 
trying to organize at Morris High School in the Bronx 
and Benjamin Framklin High School in Bast Harlem. 
Many other High Schools Im^e been closed for 
varying lengths of time and with little or no publicity 
about why. In each of our commuiiities we should 
make a greater effort to find out what kind of 
organizing is going on and what kind of support is 
needed. We have to break the conspiracy of silence 
and lies that lion s and struggles 

that exist In the sch 

- George Washington High School is located in 
v>yjrshifigton Heights a prg dom^igjUly ^Jiite 
' yet two-thirds ofllie studentTwho go 

to GW are Black and Spanish speaking. This school 
has me most racist and vicious union (United 
Federation of Teachers) in the City of New York. 

The thirty fourth precinct has set up a “police 
headquarters” under the bleachers in the baseball 
field of the school. One of the big problems at the 
school is die principal. He has no backbone 
whatsoever and takes orders from ^curity guards, the 
New York Police Depanment and die local United 
Federation of Teachers chapter. To this date the 
teachers have not sat down face to face with parents 
or students to talk about the problems in the school. 
The parents and students are met with billy clubs, 
police and court injunctions at every turn. 

If smdems fight for change after they have been 
oppressed for years, all they are new ID cards, 
Police records and scars from be ins beaten. 

In GW the kias were sick oi neing given wrong 
programs, of getting diplomas that were only worth a 
ticket to Viet Nam. They were sick of havinp an 
administration that never met the students ne^as. 
Since the high school is two thirds Black and ^ \ 

speaking one would expect an administration to m 
the same ratio. In GW out of 250 teachers, less Ihiui 
20 are Black and Spanish speaking. 

Last year a stmggle began at GW, The students 
went to the parents at an open meeting with their 
problems and stories. They told ol having to sit in die 
auditorium for two months without a program card, 
of finding out a few weeks before graduation that 
they couldnT graduate because they didn't have 
enough credits. Students also asked for their riglits 
because recently many of them have been beaten by 
the police and security guards. 

Aii “legal” methods were used and it included 
sitting down and talking with the admin i strati on and 
writing letters. The symhol of the struggle was a table 
where students could come if they needed help in. It 
seemed that things such as pregnancies, abortions, 
draft counseling, and drugs were “taboo” subjects as 
far as the school was concerned. These subjects 
however, are part of a tremendous problem in the 
school, ‘truancy^ 

On March 6, Dr. Lester, the Deputy 
Superin ten dant of the Board of Education gave the 
parent - student coalition their table. The parents 
involved definitely did not want to take over tlie 


professional duties of the faculty as was clahned by 
the UFT. The UFT was afraid the parents w^^ould find 
out what was really going on at GW„ As soon as the 
agreement Co set up the table was signed the tJie UFT 
Chapter Chairman got on the Public Adiess system 
and called for a meeting of teacliers in the teacher's 
cafeteria. Classes stopped and the teachers abandoned 
the 4,000 students.The next day the Acting 
Superintendant Irving Anker acting under pressure 
from the UFT. broke the agreement of allowing the 
table in the school. On Monday morning teachers 
clocked in, locked their classrooms, and met in tlie 
lunchroom, again abandoning the students. NO 
ACTION WAS WAS EVER TAKEN AGAINST THE 
TEACHERS! THEY WERE PAID FOR THEIR 
ACTIONS! A few days and three principals later, the 
parents were threatened with arrest and they slept in 
the schooh They feared that they would not be 
allowed to set up the table again!. Students and 
parents slept in. The next day parentj^ were served 
with an injunction barring them from entering the 
school. For a few days the scitool was quiet. On April 
9th the students , frustrated and sick of being pushed 
around, set up the table in the lobby. The new 
principal (the fourth in six weeks) responded by 
having two students arrested for “loitering” and 
“criniinal trespassing” in tlieit own school. The next 
day all hell broke loose. The police (who had been 
there since the first demonstration,) let loose. 
Students w ere teargassed in the cafeteria. The result 

bloodied 

heads and the school was agaih Dti April 22^ 

the table was again “given back” to the parents. After 
72 hours of negotiatiotis and meeting after meeting 
the table was set up*again.The resolution which had 
been written up gave the principal the power to close 
down the table at any time he pleased! The year 
ended with the transfer of four students. They were 
reinstated over the summer yet no one could replace 
the school time they had lost. Three students are gain 
being used as pawns for they were recently 
transferred to three other liigli schools. These 
students were active in tlie struggle for the table so 
that there is no doubt about why llrey were 
transferred. It is an attempt by the administration to 
get rid of the so-called “undesirables'’ of the school, 
those students who light against the repression that is 
coming down agamsl them. The Board of Education 
has taken aw'ay tlie table and threatened any parent 
who comes near the school with arrest. 

Many people have asked why the students 
r ’t work within the Student Govenment 
^anization and why the parents donh work within 
the Parents Association, The reasons become clear 
when we see what happens when they attempt to 
work with these groups. At the PA meeting on 
November 13, the parents who have fouglit in 
support of the students brouglit to the meeting a 
ballot of twenty seven people to nil the position son 
tlie execuEve board of the PA. A group uf parents 
predominantly wdiite, presented a buWot of six 
positions. Is it a coincidence that an“impartia[” 
person from the United Pareuls Association decided 
to have a vote for only the six positions, or were 
some of the white parents working with the UPA ?. 
Why for the first time in the history of the George 
Washington PA weren’t all twenty seven nominees 
voted on and elected that same day ^Because or the 
obvious intent to prevent any of the Table Commit¬ 
tee candidates getting on to the P.A. the nieeting 
was shouted down and the P'A will attempt to hold 
another election later in the month. 

As lar as tlie SGO elections are concerned certain 
students were told they eouldn^t run because they 
didiiT meet the requirements. The [aw states that no 
requirements are needed in order to run except that 
you are a student in that school. Therefore die 
elections were illegal Also the students who counted 
the ballots were picked by an advisor who was picked 
by the principal. The constitution of GW stales that 
the advisor is to be picked by the students. The man 


who is advisor is there to advise not to run the 
student organization. Therefore the SGO is another 
example of how the students arc led to and told they 
have a say in their own lives. THIS IS AN OUT AND 
OUT LIE! 

Our coniinittmcnl now is to continue the stmggle 
for student self-detenninafion in the schools. We 
expect the same kind of swift reprisals that 
came down last year, bui insist that we should 
continue to work until the students have full 
participation in all levels of administration from 
the choosing of a principal in whom we have 
confidence, to the taking care of more matter of fact 
details such as patrolling the halls which we feel the 
students can do better than any security guards or 
cops. 


CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NEEDED FOR THE 
G.W. FREE PRESS. 

The Free Press is a paper put out by the 
students of GW that is trying to inform the 
students of what h happening there. Contri¬ 
butions can be sent to GW Free Press, 
c/o Hodge, 

645 W. 160th St, 
NY 10032 NY. 


The students of George Washiiigtori High School, 
supported by the Parent Table Committee place the 
following demands before the Board of Education: 

1 .A new principal must be assigned to the 
school, to be selected by the students and the 
community. 

2. The Student Government (SGO) must be 
completely changed so that it hones% 
represents the entire student body, Tlie faculty 
has no right to decide which students can run 
for office. The students should choose thek 
own faculty advisor for the SGO’ 

3 The students must have the power to make 
ail rules and regtilafions pertaining to students. 
For example, the students should set smoking 
rules, gym requirements, lunch regulations, 
lounge rules, etc. 

4. There must be an immediate investigation 
of the role played by the Security Guards. Wc 
derhand the Ifrimediafe removal of Sepeda the 

' Security Guard who is out to destroy us 
Students. 

5. There should be an immediate investigation 
into all the faculty in George Washington, spec¬ 
ifically: Miller, Hyman, Burton, Wifkin, Spiker, 
Eisenberg, McClean, Halpert, Brite, Light, and 
Scheckiier. Are they there to teach or to destroy 
the students? 

6. The students should be immediately 
consulted and involved in the development and 
operation of a real Drug Program, The UFT 
should not be tlie one to decide which staff 
persons will run the drug program. The students 
should decide this. 

Also regarding drugs: The Board must 
immediately conduct a public investigation of 
all funds allocated to the George Wasliington 
Drug Programs. Where is it ? Who has it ? What 
is and is not - being done ? 

Finally the Board should immediately 
investigate the relation between the 34th 
Ptecinct and the Drug Pushers in G. W. H, S, 

7. The Board should immediately involve the 
students in an investigation of the curriculum at 
GW and all the reasons that cause truancy;and 
what measures can be taken without a student 
being suspended, expelled or disciplined to 
prevent truancy. DEAL WITH THE CAUSE 

S. Any staff member who knowin^y or 
unknowingly allowed the police to take over 
the Dean’s Office last Thursday to interro^te 
and anest a student for something which 
allegedly took place outside the school grounds 
- such staff persons should be immediately 
brought up on charges. The Board must make 
sure that this never happens again \ 

9. The Students want to develop and run our 
own security system. Police and Security 
Guards are not needed, 

10, Any parent or community worker who 
wants to volunteer at the table or who wants to 
come to the school to help the school and the 
students must be allowed to enter the school 
without threat of injunctions or harassment 
from teachers. 

The above are the demands presented by the 
student of George Washington H S to the Board of 
Education on October 20, 1970, 










ResPouse to /k^T\c.Ue. om 
PamT H612. CoM^/e WTtOM CcoMT -koKl VfJ 

Speech to attend the lesbian workshop^ thousands of women felt compelled (an^ 
not by armed guards) to stay and hear more of this very incredible speech, You 
walked out. But ihc speech was for you too. Tabor has spent the last year and a 
halt \n jailj remember? He has to catch up on the development of your struggle 
and the new consciousness we have gained from it. He wIIL He wrll easily. 
Because his speech was not for men. It was for the people. So much so that 
when the speech was over, people who didn't even know each ether, hugged 
each other. Dug each other. Really dug being alive. You missed something - a 
big something -- by walking ouL You are right It wasn't happening as planned. 
But something else was happening -■ something big and important and out of 
sight. Something in which we as women were not the principal actors, but which 
really was also very much for us. But you reduced everything that happened to 
one single aspect: that, once again, men had fucked you over. 

Anodicr charge you make is that the Panthers reneged on their agreement to 
let a Third world woman “with a heavy woman's consciousness" be a keynote 
speaker at Saturday night’s session. The agenda Committee did take 
responsibility for making this contact, but did not do so until that Saturday 
afternoon at which time it was understood that a Third-World Lesbian sister 
would present her paper a paper which was prepared that afternoon with a 
great deal of welcome help from the lesbian collective from New York. It is also 
true that the sister was not allowed to speak, that in fact she was not even 
admitted to the session and that to our knowledge no explanation was ever made 
for this by the Panthers. That was absolutely wrong and a real example of 
oppression of women. We share our sister's anger. 

Again, no one was happy about what had happened, but the next morning 
(Sunday), wc all .went in to join the womens workshop where the paper in 
question was read. The paper described the oppression and the desires, the 
grievances and the vision of our lesbian sisters. Although there were many things 
in it which nonlesbian women could agree to, understand and empalhr?:e with, 
there was little we could identify with. This, because the content spoke 
primarily of the specific oppression of homosexual women; its primary emphasis 
was sexual self-determination, which is right on; but what about racism? what 
about the special oppression of poor women? what about a vision that includes 
all of us? 

And the guards. Your article says you felt intimidated by the guards. Come 
on. Joan Bird did security for Huey and a brother did security for Joan. The 
Black Panthers provide security for any member they know is in special danger 
and they should. Too many pigs would tike to see them dead. The Panthers are 
not the pig. They are our brothers and sisters. We are not guarded because none 
of us has yet been declared public enemy No. 1 of the facist state. The Black 
Panther Party has. We welcomed the guardsfor they were there to protect the 
lives of our revolutionary sisters and brothers. They were protecting Joan Bird 
from pigs, not from us. 

Your article is an expression of the rage that comes out of oppression; it 
expresses your particular anger at your oppresskm as lesbian women. We totally 
support the struggle of lesbian women against the many and special kinds of 
persecution of which homosexuals have been the victims. We have much to learn 
about homosexuality before we can fully understand what it has meant and 
what it means now to be a lesbian in this society, and more importantly, what 
sexual self-determination will mean for all of us in a revolutionary society. 

To the extent, however, that you transform your anger into a political 
ideology without, in the process, allowing it to be partly shaped or even 
influenced by the experiences of other oppressed peoples, their different 
objective conditions and needs, we reject that political ideology. We believe that 
there is no contradiction in principle between the struggle of the liberation of 
women, in our case, while women - and the struggle for national liberation in 
this country and around the world. We believe, in fact, that these struggles are 
inextricably bound to one another by the existence of a common enemy (whicK 
is an entire system and not the sum tolal of many men) and a shared 
revolutionary ideology. This does not meari that at particular times^ there will 
not arise serious conflicts and contradictions within and among these different 
struggles. Such conriicLs already exist, and we, too, are aware of them. But wc 
view them as contradictions among the people, white women) and the Panthers, 
whom your article sets up as the enemy. 

Finally, to the extent that the bases of yutir political ideology are th( 
following: 

1) the belittling if not the outright negation of Imperialism and racism, the 
same system which maintains and perpetuates sexism, as the primary enemy; 

2) the lack of. recognition of class contradictions and the contradictions 
between white mother country Americans and America’s Third World 
colonl/ed peoples; 

3) the spearation of the world’s people according to sex, male and female, as 
if this were the single dimension of all problems, 

wc will fight against this inlerpretation of reality as counlerrevolutionary in its 
consequences. 

To be radical means going to the root of things. Marx has said that, and we 
believe it. The more we go to the root of things, the more we, too, will become 
enemies of the fascist pigs of the world. Your article was not radical. No— don’t 
submerge your anger. That's not what we are talking about. Increase it, let it 
groWp but add all the anger of all those millions of beautiful, angry people to it. 
Don’t reject them. Because only then will your justified anger, that comes out 
of your real oppression, become the tool to pierce through the lives of the 
tri\& enemies. Be angry. With love for all oppressed people. And yourselves. 
Don't assume the worst of people. Assume the best. And in that spirit, fight. BE 
RADICAL. 

Bella August Silvia Pia Baraldini 

Sara Blackburn Judy Leavitt 

Beverly Leman . Susie Orbach 

F jdV'd Reilly josie Rosenldd 

■Vj'lvia Warren 






GREEN STAMPS (song) 


by Roberta Schine 






Chords 

b 

G 

A 

D 


CHORUS: 




Weither of them were- 

But I've only had two lover 
With a hundred-sixty-seven 


between 








Each one had his place 
Each one had his needs 
But none of them had a face 
CHORUS 

A hundred sixty-seven green stamps 
Take them to the man 
A hundred sixty-seven green stamps 
Buys a plastic garbage can 
CHORUS 

Who are you my new man? 

Who are you to me? 

Are you number one sixty-eight 
Or are you number three? 

CHORUS 







D I remember Jean 

G Oh how he loved me 

A Guess that brings it up 

D To a hundred ninty-three 


D I remember Sam 

G Each time he closed the door 

A Two thousand three hundred 

D Eighty-four 

ebangedCHORUS 


D I think there were more 

G Or so I've been told 

^ It's hard to remember for 

D You see Vm very old 
changedCHORUS 


(slower) Tve only had two lovers 
(much slower) Neither of them were mean 

dead) But I've only had two (drops dead) 


Chords 

D 

G 

A 

D 


Michel I think you’re getting 
Just a little bit pissed 
Up against the wall 
You male-chauvinist 
CHORUS 


You think that It's bad 
That a girl boasts about her lovers 
Well I've got news for you 
I've had at least two dozen others 
CHORUS 


CHORUS: 


I've only had two lovers 
Neither of them were mean 
But I've only had two lovers 
With a hundred ninty-three (one thousand four 


hundred and twenty-five 1 (two thousand 
three hundred eighty-four) in between ! 


1 remember Ira 

^x] 


Gonorrhea and jive 


\h 

One thousand four hundred and 


P : 

twenty-five 

changedCHORUS 

/ 

















































We feet wc are wasting our energies if we continue 
along these lines. And ia go along with things like this 
is actually handing Lire women’s movement to tire 
city of New York. We need structure. 

This coalition was into its third meeting and had 
never talked about any structure, yet it was going full 
steam ahead on “action'’ propsals. . . all kinds of 
marches for you women to go on. At the last meeting 
on Oct. 21, eacJi time we tried to have the assembly 
consider the structure of die coalition we were 
defeated. It didn’t take long for us to Hgure out tliey 
had packed the nieeimg and we were just shghtiy icsn 
than half the people there. Since our votes were 
cancelled out, and our presence gave a false picture of 
breadth wliicli ceriah! members of the coalition liave 
attempted \o create, we walked out of the meeting. 

Atler the imniediiite and serious problems thaU 
face the women's movement today have been solved, 
we are hopeful that it may be possible to come 
together in the future in a truly broad-based coaliLion 
wliich will act as a pari of the women’s movement 
rather than a fraction of a poliiical party. We cannot 
and will not give our time or energies or names in 
support of any actions or statements from this 
non-coaliliou that pretends lo speak to all women as 
the voice of the women’s liberation mtwemeni. 


Statement From the N.Y, Women's Liberation 
ffcenter * 

I We would like to clarify the statement that 
appeared in the last issue of the Rat regarding the 
exclusion of the SWP-YSA from Center Coliectivcs. 
At no t/ms has any woman been prevented from 
partidpatmg on projects at the Center 

However, the sisters who relate to the center have 
over the past few months felt a clear threat of 
cO‘Optation by women working on behalf of the 
SWP-YSA. When it became known that other women 
across the country had already lost control of their 
centers to members of this same male-dominated, 
malc-orlcnted political party^ we fell It was necessary 
to take irnmediate^decisive action to protect our 
cenier. Al our general assembly meeting of October 
15 it was decided to restrict members of the 
SWP-YSA from working on any collectives which 
serve the Center. 

(The general assembly is open to any woman who 
wishes to participate, and was publicized to two 
thousand five hundred women on our mailing list. 
Minutes of this meeting are available to anyone 
interested.) —, 

Clearly, this type of restriction is not in keeping 
with the open structure we woyld like to have. As 
emergency acuon, we fell ii La be justified, but by noJ 
means satisfactory. I 

For this reason, a week-end conference is being! 
planned in order to re-define the structure of the! 
Center in such a way as to allow members of all 
groups to participate fully. At this conference,also, 
we would like to begin to define long-range goals for 
the N.Y. Women's Liberation Ccnicr, and to discuss 
V.ays iU so that all kEr?ds of 

women will relate lo the 

The tentative date o? thFcohflfe^ 

1 I to 1 3- We would like as many women as possible 
Ici parli.ipaie. If you w^juld bke rno"? i or 

W‘:>uid like to help plan the c oferenc^, call the! 
Wonicn’s Liberation Center at 691-1860, ^ 


WOMENS CENTER 

Somewhere between 30tinJ30 women walked out 
of the inass nieeUri^ of the newly formed Strike Day 
Coalition together. Many of the ivomen had been in 
on the planning of tiie Strike Day, had felt varyiitg 
de^ees of being ripped-off hy the politics oj Aug. 
2(ith, but still hoped u broad ba&d coalition could 
fiuicrion fim the benefit of women. The evoliitioii 
'tr„m bdierim; titer could create something, to 


WllY DID WE WALK OUT OF THE COALITION 
AND WHY ARE W'E STAYING OUT? 


Wc c:iiiie here in the beginning of tlie coalition not 

knowing mucli about politics, and not really cadng^'to 
ki>o\v about them. All of a st^dden we were being told 
tlnit electoral politics (runTiiiig for office in a 
male-dorainaled system that wehe trying to vhange 
not join) is exaclly the same as feminist politics. In 
the beginning we believed them. Now we know itY 
just so much talk. Women have been used foi 400U 
V by luen and now a new twist has been added 
wofflem iheir 

political ambitions. 11 I ii 1 n _ 


WllAT ARE WE GOING TO DO IN THE 
MEANTIME? 

* Jo get involved in some project already 
underway (like the Abortion Project at the WomeiYs 
Center), and help make it work. Then, to go out and 
start more .small projccis, based on what weVe 

flipm WC gC IlloUg. 

^ To souitd ' hoiiife 

dealing with aU aspect.^ ofteniiiiist 
wc have made out demands, we can coniml the 
implementation of fliein, 

* i o encourage cducaLion consciousnessuaisiag 
so that every woman wiP be able to come to her im n 
understanding of what feminism means to her and io 
define her feminist goals from (his understanding, no 
from what she’s told are her goals by a political party. 
Further, to make it harder for political opportunists 
to allign themselves with feminist issues as a 
vote-getting device and nothing more, we .suggest that 
women begin to educate themselves, as we will 
ourselves, about the workings of the political 
machines (party politics) today. Also that women will 
consider setting up an impartial network to collect 
and disseminate infoimathm throughout the 
movement on a Itrcal and national basis. 


Thr? ysalitjon is buili around actions only. We 
voted on that and it sounded itne, becauav any tiling is 
an action. Women coining tbgetlier to talk is dn 
action; telling it like it is is an action; writing this 
paper is an action; reading this paper is an aciitin; 
working on the abortion pnuccL is an action. Then wc 
found out t!ie people running this Uung had their 
own idea of what an action was. It was a march, a 
demonstration, picketing involving hundreds of 
w^omen to denmnd tilings. , , tlie .same things we 
demanded on August 26th from which we got 
nothing more concrete than blisters on r>u] feet. It 
was a big fat sliow lor the media that made a couple 
■ f ivY.>bi[ publicity grabbers seem a lot bigger than 
they realh are ;ind did nothing to change anything. 

Anywa} , rhe people ruriritng thi'i til ing ere ven hlg 
on calling a crisis. TliatN liow they got things pushed 
through before you know what’s really happening, all 
the while smiling at you and telling you what a great 
organization they have. .. don't you want to join? If 
you go along, yoiEll find yourself in front of 
Lindsay’s office in November or December, and 
you’ll be demanding something again. You’ll be 
demanding something and leaving it up to the city 
adiiiiiiistralion to set up the stmeture for your thing 
(abortion, child eare, equal jobs), and run it the way 
they want. Not so? Look at tlie evidence. 

On August 26th we demanded free abortion (with 
no forced sterilization) but we didn’t have any well 
thought-out large scale programs to offer and now 
we’re faced ^vith a siiuaticm where all our abortion 
projects arc at the mercy of the city health 
adiiiiriislTation. We make the demand, stir up feelings 
and then hand the whole Ihing to the city 
administration! I doesn’t moke seTi. 9 e! We’re chasing 
ur tails. 

Another demand of August 26th was child care, 
(remember that?) Because om energies wont into 
demonstrations rather than making a foundatiim to 
build a da)-care movement run by women for 
women, we are now witnessing a takeover by the city 
in the form oi' a day care commission to operate 
under the Human Resources Commission. Three 
people are going to head it up, piiihng down a total of 
$66,000 per year for our efforts, h this why we 
marched? To leave the field open again For the 
male-run establishment to deal with our demands any 
way tiiey choose? 


f WEST SIDE WOMENS CENTER 
The West Side Women’s Center is 
now forming an Abortion Program. The 
service will be for women who live on 
the Mid to Upper West Side. It will be a 
community based operation and will 
have two functions-To aid any^omen. 
in the area who is in need of an abortion 
and to start puttir^ pressure on local 
hospitals to do more abortions per week 
and to do them faster and wittrmore 
care. Any women who are interested in 
joining the Abortion program should 
come to the^ Center at 626 Amsterdam 
(between 90th and 91st ST), Meetings 
are held every^ Tuesday at 7P,M. for 
further information call 799 1621. 
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TVomen can get pregnant trom their first period to theii 
last. We spend thirty or forty years wondering and worrying 
about birth control methods, pregnancies, abortions, child¬ 
birth, and making love. Our sexual organs and feelings are a 
crucial part of our lives, and yet we know very hUie about 
them. Our ignorance begins witii the simple fact that we 
can’t see our sex organs unless we do contortions with 
minors. Lillie girls explore themselves, just as little buys 
do. but girls can’t see anything and soon learn not to toucli 
themselves when adults are around and not to ask questions 
or talk about those places in public. As they grow up they 
hear about periods and babies and boys from their mothers 
or from, older girls and friends, but a lot of this is 
oid wives tales and fantasy. In hygiene and biology classes, 
something about periods and about how babies are born, 
but it’s not very real. When you learn about blood, you 
may prick yourself and look at your blood, feel your pulse, 
even listen to your heart through a stetlioscope. But can 
you imagine a teacher saying, “Go home and pul your 
fingers in your vagina and see what it feels like: feel that it’s 
moist and at the end there’s a round lump with a hole in 
, the middle that leads to the womb.” 

Adults seem afraid that if we know about our bodies, we 
may go out, make love, and get pregnant- -we may put our 
information into practice. The trouble is, once we’ve left 
school and probably are making love {and using or not 
using birth control) and maybe getting pregnant, we need 
the information but may not be able io get it. Our iwo 
mam sources will probably be women’s magazines and 
doctors and clinics. The magazines often handle biological 
questions well, and give concrete information once a 
subject has become respectable or fashionable. But maga- 
zines are a one-way medium; if you don’t understand, you 
can’t ask questions. JVlore important, the magazines are 
mainly trying .to encourage women to think about them¬ 
selves as objects to dress up or make up —not as people 
whose bodies are fine as they are. So a dozen articles which 
tell women they needn’t douche their vaginas, pr tliat if 
they do, they only need me white vmegar and water, 
probably won't have as much effect aa tlie dozens of ads for 
vaginal sprays and deodorants wbieh teach women that 
there is something wrong with their natural odors. 

We are supposed to be able to get information about our 
bodies from our doctors, but there are very few doctors 
who have much sympathy and understanding for their 
women patients. Doctors are almost always men, and at 
’ their best they are usually patronizing or paternalistic. They 
assume women won’t understand or don t care how their , 
bodies work or what all that poking around inside is 
fof__so they don’t explain. It’s difficult for a woman to 
get up the courage to question a busy doctor when she’s 
lying on her back with her legs in the stirrups. If she doesn’t 
have a college degree (which he has) or if she’s poor (which 
he isn’t) or if she’s black or brown (which he probably ■ 
isn’t), it’s hard to think of questions he won’t think stupid 
or irrelevant. As a result, most of us don’t feel comfortahie 
talking With doctors and often Itave their offices frustrated 
and angry. 

Women today are demanding control over their bodies. 

I We want to be able to choose when and how to have sexual 
relations, when we will get pregnant and when we won’t; | 
and if we do get pregnant, we want to be able to decide 
whether or not to have the baby. But to make these 
decisions, we must know about birth control, abortion, and 
pregnancy. Wc must know how the Pill and the iUD (coil or 
loop) affect us (the Pill is a hundred million dollar industry, ^ 
and the drug companies have spent more on advertising 
than on researclr to find out if the Pill has any harmful side 
effects). We must learn as much as possible about abortion 
teclmiques so that we can decide if we vrant them, and, if 
we do, we must know how to have them safely. Poor 
j women must not be pressured by government officials, 
teachers, and social workers to abort pregnancies they 
really want; eager men must not discard contraception 
because, “Even if you get pregnant, you can always get an 
abortion,” We must be able to make our own decisions, 
based on our own needs. 

( The rest of this article will share some of the informa¬ 
tion that a group of us collected during our work to change 
the abortion laws in New York State, and to make sure that 
law serves women’s needs. 


I What to Do If Yon Want an Abortion 

As soon as your period is one week late, Eurange to havel 
la pregnancy test, which can be obtained tree in most city I 
I clinics. If you are less than six weeks pregnant (count from 
I the first day of your last period), the lest may be negative I 
1 You still cannot be absolutely sure you’re safe, and the test 
should be repeated a week later. If the test is positive the 
1 first time, you’ve saved a valuable week. (Tests througli 
drugstores arc unreliable and expensive-and you may I 
have to pay a doctor to tell you the results as welL) If you! 

1 decide you do want to have an abortion, and you live in a 
state where abortions are legal, find out prices by phoning 
the various hospitals and choose a hospital or clinic. (Your | 

I local Fcmiily Planning Information Center, or a local 
I Women’s Liberation group, may be able to tell you more ^ 

I about prices and services.) Even if you arc nut sure, make ' 

] an appointment anyway: you can always cancel fl, but if 
you delay beyond ten weeks the operation will be more 
difficult and more expensive. 

How Abortions Are Done 

Wlien you gel pregnant, the fertilised egg attaches tp the | 
wall of the uterus (womb). In eariy pregnancy (up to 
weeks— cowiting^ from the first day of your last^ 

I period) It can be removed easily througli the cmvY and 
vagina. The following two methods can be used: 

l.Dilaiaiion and Curreikige (D and C) or *\Scrapmg*' 

I'hc doctor inserts a series of gradually larger cigar-shaped j 
metal dilators into the mouth of the cervix (the opening ofj 
the uterus), gradually widening it. He starts with a dilator| 
about (he size of a thin soda straw* gently pusliing 
through the small opening of the cervix. He removes 
dilator and substitutes a slighUy larger one, and so on. The 
largest dilator is approximately the size ot an ordinary [ 
cigar. Since the cervix is mosiiy muscle, its canal can be I 
strekhed untit .it is large enough for the eureue and the 
ovum forceps be JnserLed. The cuicttc is a metal surgical | 
iiisttumenf whiclt is mserlcd into the cavity of the uterus I 
16 scrape loose the embryo and placenta. The ovum forceps I 
are long giaspiiig tongs used to remove the portions of the 
embryo and placenta which arc loosened by ihc curette. 
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A D and C is a relatively easy medical procedure, 

[ although it must be done by someone with special training. I 
I Either a general or local anaesthetic may be used. A strong! 

I local anaesthetic can be injected at the side of llie utemsj 
l and the operation may be uncomfortable but is rarely j 
painful. (The amount of pain depends on the doctor’s skill! 
and the woman’s fear,) Some women who have abortipnsi 
under a local anacslhetic, performed by an experieneed andl 
I skilled doctor, have no pain at all beyond the initial prick ofl 
I the injccliom When there is pain, it is often compared to| 
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menstrual <;ramps. As in childbirth, it the woman is relaxed 
and uiuifraid, the pain will be far less than if she is tense 
and anxious in fact, the relaxation and breathing tech¬ 
niques used in “naturar" childbirth are effective for 
abortions too. 

^ A D and C involves no cutting into any body tissues, 
only a gentle scraping of the uterine Jining, It lakes between 
five and thirty minutes, depending on the woman and the 
dtJctor. 

2. Vacuum Aspiralkvi 

This is the second metliod used to abort women not I 
more I ban 10 to 12 weeks pregnant. It is a safe but delicate 
procedure: the doctor first dilates the cervix in the same 
way as for the D aird C. Then he inserts an 
through the cervix to the top of the uterus. The aspirator is 
a very narrow, hollow, rigid tube with an opening in the tip; 
it is made in tliree diameters, the smallest for early 
pregnancies and the largest for pregnancies 10 to 12 weeks 
along. Tile aspirator is connected to a suction bottle by a 
transparent plastic lube* The doctor starts an electric 
suction pump and begins to pa.ss the aspirator over the 
inside surface of the uterus, gently pulling away the inner I 
lining. The lining flows through the aspirator and its| 
attached tubing into tJie bottle. The doctor watches the 
transparent tubing, waiting until he sees bits nt tetai and 
placental tissue. He then goes over the area where the fetal 
and placental tissue came From until no more tissue is 
pulled away. The procedure is simple and rapid—it takes 
between five and ten minutes—but it needs a highly 
skilled operator U> control the suction pressures and 
manipulate the aspirator. Women who have undergone this 
form of abortion with only an injected local anaesthetic 
liave reported discomfort, but little pain. 

Since vacuum aspiration usually means far less blood loss 
than the D and C, and since it is such a simple and quick 
operation, many doctors are beginning to use [he tecli- 
nique.^Some doctors are also beginning to use a newer 
method of dilatation, called vibrating dilatation. Et uses u 
very gentle vibrator and is botji easier and faster than the 
series of metal dilators. 

When a woman is 12 weeks pregnant, the fetus is too 
large to be aborted Ihrougti a partly dilated cervix. The 
uterus is softer and more easily damaged by the metal 
curette, and the placenta is more developed so that there is 
greater risk of serious bleeding when it is removed. !f an 


methods that can be used. 

1. The Saline Abortion, or "Sailing Out' 

In 1%0 a new technique for aborting pregnancies 
between 14 and 22 weeks w^as introduced. A small area of 
skin a few mches below the navel is locally anaesthetized. A 
hypodermic needle somewhat longer and larger than the 
needle used to take a blood specimen is thrust through the 
abdominal wall into the cavity of the uterus and the 
amniolic fluid is witlidrawn from tJie “bag of waters’" in 
which the fetus is emersed. The fluid is replaced by a strong 
salt or sugar solution which kills the fetus and induces labpr 
aud miscarriage from 8 to 40 hours later. 

This method cannot be used until tJie “bag of waters'" 
around the fetus is a certain size, and doctors therefore 
prefer to wait until the woman is at least 14 to 16 weeks 
pregnant. The method has disadvantages. There is a risk of 
injecting the salt solution into the wrong place, with serious 
results, so these abortions should be performed only by 
experienced doctors with access to good medical hack-up 
facilities. The procedure does not always work at fitst and 
may have to be repeated a second or even a third time. 

An advantage is that because this method in effect 
induces a miscarriage, the cervix opens naturally under the 
influence of miniature labor, and is not forced open by 
dilatation. 
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For more In formation concerning abortions, or for help 
in veiling up an abortion counseling center in your area, 
nrUe to The Abortion Fra/ect, cjo New York Women's 
iJbcrdtio/i Center^ 36 Ht 22nd Street, New York, Ae'w 
York, 

1 he Birth.Control Handbook, an excellent guide to birth 
control and abortion inforfmtion, is available in bulk 
f535/1,000 copies) from The Student Society of MeCdi 
University, 3480 McTavish Street, Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada, or in single copies ($.25/copy) from The Abortion 
Froject, c/o New York Women's Uheration Center, 36 W. 
22nd Street, New York, New York. 


2. Hysterotomy, or Miniature Cesarean Section 

It is also possible to remove the fetus from the uterus by 
a method smiilar to the Cesarean section (an operation 
performed to save babies whose mothers cannot give birth 
in the usual way). The abdominal operation for abortion is 
called hysterotomy (not to be confused witli kysterectomy, 
the removal of the entire uterus). Hysterotomies are 
complicated and must be performed in a hospitah The 
abdominal wall and the wall of the uterus are cut and the 
fetus is removed. Both incisions must be carefully sewn 
together, and the woman usually has to stay in the hospital 
for from five to seven days. 

Because there is a ver>^ slight chance that a 20-week-old 
fetus might survive if given special care, doctors consider 
that “birth” can start at 20 weeks and will usually refuse to 
abort a woman who is more than 20 weeks pregnant unless 
her health is in danger* If a saline abortion is performed the 
fetus cannot be delivered alive, but most doctors still refuse 
to abort over 20 weeks. 

Even thougli early abortions are safe when done prop¬ 
erly, no woman should consider abortion a regular means of 
birth control. For one thing, there is a significant risk that 
the uterus may be slightly damaged, especially with a D and 
C and especially if the doctor is inexperienced (as many will 
be in states with recently enacted liberalized abortion laws). 
The uterus heals easily, but a slight scar may remain and it 
may be difficult tor a tbrtilized egg to develop in the 
scarred area. Women who eventually want to have children 
should avoid repeated abortions. Further, when the cervix 
is dilated the muscle is forced open against its natural state 
(iFs different when the cervix opens naturally during 
childbirth) and if this happens too often the cervix may not 
go back to its original position; this too could make it 
difficult to carry a child to term. 

One reason that legal abortions are usually safe is that 
most women who have them are young and healthy. But 
every woman should know the specific conditions that 
might make it important for her to get special medical care; 
and she should know what to tell the doctor who examines 
her, especially if he’s a young intern in a city or county 
hospital* (A number of us have had the Pill prescribed 
without being asked if we had high blood pressure). Any 
good doctor will take a thorougli medical liistory and will 
be aware of all these things, but we women know that 
doctors aren’t always good, and may be tired, careless, or 
unconcerned. We should know to warn the doctor of the 
following: 

1. If you have a tipped or “retroverted” uterus, you 
should remind the doctor because instruments are generally 
shaped for a “normal” uterus and there may be a slightly 
greater risk of damage. 

2. If you’ve ever had a bad reaction to an anaestlietic, 
whether local or general, or if you’ve had a reaction to any 
drugs or antibiotics {especially pcnicilJin), be sure and tell 
the doctor so he can use a different medication. 

3. If you’ve had complications with earlier abortions or 
pregnancies, or childbirth, let the doctor know. There’s no 
need to hide an earlier abortion* Anv woman who has had 
several children and/or abortions should receive 
extra care because her uterus will tend to be softer and 
more easily damaged than that of a woman who's never 
been pregnant. 

4. If you are a rare blood group or have ever had clotting 
problems or a history of hemorrhaging, let the doctor knqjv 
so he can take special precautions. 

5. Tell him if you Have a history of heart trouble or 
circulation problems because this might effect the anaes¬ 
thetic used. Report diabetes. 

6. Any older woman (over 35) sliould get extra care, 
whether for an abortion or for childbirth. The risks of every 
sort of complication are significantly higher, 

From all our research, we know that an abortion should 
be a relatively safe and simple operation. But we must be 
I aware that legalizing abortions will not by itself make them 
safe or pleasant. The racism and arrogance of the hospital 
I staff will not soothe the woman who is afraid she may be 
sterilized without her knowledge. Many women who have 
abortions will not be healthy, and the less healthy the 
woman, the greater the chance of complications. Women 
who have histories of poor health, women who come from 
environments with bad housing or poor heat* women 
who’vc had years of inadequate diet and bad health 
care—all these will face a great risk of compheations. Such 
women are, of course, usually poor —and frequenUy black 
or brora. Tliere is a saying -the poor get sick and the ^ick 
get poor—and this will be as trqe for abort ioiiiv as it is kn 
the rest of health care in this country. □ 


I Reprinted frw Up Frc^TndCT 
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1 iow to Organa Rent Stike 

Rent ?itriklng is the most direct way of stopping 
your landlord from extorting money from you, of 
getting to know your neighbors and feeling really at 
home in your neighborhood, of hassling the legal 
system that is sympathcljc to landlords, of getting a 
little vengence in by making your landlord spend 
money to take you to court or do repairs, and much 
more... if you do it right, you can’t be evicted and 
you do get some if notall, the repairs made. There 
is no great trick to rent striking but it does take a lot 
of time and energy in the beginning, even this isn't so 
bad when the heaviest part of the burden is spread 
among ai least three or four people 

So if a few people get together and decide that 
they all want to do something about the condition of 
their building, they should probably begin by visiting 
or calling the agencies and community groups that are 
into housing to gel their printed Information and help 
with getting someone with rent strike experience to 
come to a meeting for all the tenants. If none of you 
speak Spanish and live in a building with 
Spanish-speaking people. It's important to find at 
least one person that can translate for notices and at 
meetings, The community agencies can help with that 
too. 

The next thing is to set up a date for a meeting 
and invite all the tenants. At that first all- tenant 
meeting, tenants should talk about and list their 
compldints. If after talking with the experienced rent 
striker, a majority of the tenants- or close to it-want 
to go on strike: 


sim 


to get the keys for the apartment when no one will be 
home, A note about inspectors, they are not all 
reliable, always get the name and number of any 
inspector and don't trust any inspector that comes 
around with the landlord. 

After each tenant signs the three pages (the letter, 
the list of public violation, and the list of Individual 
apartment violations), copies should be made and 
given to each tenant, and the original of all violations 

and letter sent to the buildings department 

It's a good idea and fun to make banners to hang 
announcing your strike. It makes the landlord furious 
and the harder it is for them to get them down, the 

better. 

The landlord will try to break up the strike and 
probably after a month will serve dispossess notices 
to at least some of the striking tenants. When a tenant 
gels a dispossess notice they should tell the other 
tenants and call a law^^er right away because there is 
only five days to legally answer the dispossess and 
arrange a court date. The National Lawyers Guild has 
volunteered their services to any striking group. 
Landlords often try to do sneaky things so It really is 


important to call a lawyer as soon as you get any 
threat of eviction or anything that looks like it's 
supposed to be legal. 

Going to court is not a one time thing usually, and 
lawyers have different ways of handling cases so 
there's no point In going Into that now, Each tenant 
that receives a disposses should go to court as well as 
any of the other tenants that can spare a morning 
should go with them to show support. 

Some of the places to get help with rent striking: 

The Eiast Side Tenants Council 69 Second Ave., 
CaS-82tO 

Metropolitan Council on Housing 2, 31st St. at 
5th, WI7-6027 

Coalition on Human Housing 637 East 13th St., 

254 2950 

National Lawyer's Guild: 1 Hudson St., 227-0385 ^ 

Mobilization for Youth (there are lots of offices) 
^Action for Progress 47 Stanton St., Oi 4-9120 
Handbook, a paperback full of names and numbers 
of government agencies is helpful. Also the Architects 
Renewal Com Renewal Committee In Hariem, 221 
West 116 St, N.Y.C. publishes a tenant action 


1. Arrangements should be decided on for 
depositing the next month's rent in a) a safe-deposit 
box) a bank account (in the name of a building 
committee or association or,) with one of the 
existing tenant associations. Each one has it's 
advantages and disadvantages and should be checked 
into before it's time to make a decision. 

2 . Make a list of all striking tenants names, 
apartment and phone numbers, 

3. Ask all tenants (not just ones going on strike) to 
write, up a complete lists of all the things wrong with 
their apartment whether they think it's serious 
or not, as well as the complaints about the public 
parts of the building. 

4. Set up a second meeting In a week oi two 
depending on how much time you have till the first 
of the month. 

In ihc lime between the first and second meeting 
the lists of complaints should be collected and 
checked out for legal validity with a lawyer (the 
Mobilization for Youth Lawyer can be helpful) or a 
housing group. By the second meeting the violations 
(the legally valid complaints) should be ready for the 
tenants to sign along with a letter asking for a 
ccllar-to-roof Inspection by the Buildings 
Department There is a lot of work to doing this: the 
violations should be listed room by room with a 
separate piece of paper for each apartment. The list 
of public part violations go on yet another page. 

It's really important to talk with each other a lot 
to make sure as many tenants as possible know what’s 
going on, to build a solid group. Landlords have all 
kinds of tactics for breaking up sti ikes: pleas of poverty 
poverty, threats of eviction, promises to comply with 
demands, knocking on doors at 6:00 a m. shutting off 
the heat to name a few, but these can al! be handled 
pretty easily if you’re all together. 

When the first month's rent Is due, It's best to tell 
the landlord that you are on strike in a group or by 
fetter because it makes it harder for him to pick you 
off one by one. 

The letter asking for the inspection should ask for 
the inspector to make an appointment ahead of time 
and give the names of at least two people who are 
home during the day fo/ the inspector to contact. 
The inspectors usually refuse to make appointments 
in advance for the first visit but if he comes when 
some of the tenants aren't home he will make an 
appointment for the next visit so you can make plans 















Early Thursday morning, Nov. 6, 
over forty mothers who went into 
Macy's to get school clothes for thetr 
children walked out Of the store with 
armloads of clothes, without bothering 
to stop at the cash register. They are 
members of Welfare Rights Organization 
{ a nationwide organization of people 
living on welfare who are committed to 
fighting the injustices of the welfare 
system.! Ten of the women were 
arrested by security guards at the 34th 
St. entrance of IVlacy's. Before they 
were taken to a nearby precint they 
insisted that Macy's wrap and package 
all the clothes. At the precint police 
officials attempted to dismiss their case 
quickly by serving the women with 
summonses and sending them home. 
But the women had come prepared to 
make their point. They had all arranged 
for the care of their children so that 
they could stay to be heard in court. 
Police officers repeatedly tried to take 
the clothes from the women, but the 
women did not allow them to. They 
knew that the school clothes were 
important evidence. If they didn't have 
the clothes the police would charge 
them with stealing all sorts of things ^ 
which would lessen the political 
implications of their act. 

In Night Court the ten mothers 
pleaded guilty to reduced charges of 
criminal trespass and were paroled by 
the judge, who dismissed the case 


saying that their action was 
"political". The D.A. and the arresting 
officer were mad that the women were 
getting away to easy. They singled out 
one women, Jeanette Washington, a 
leader in the WRO, and charged her 
with non-cooperation with a police 
officer because she refused to have her 
picture taken when she was booked. 
These charges were also thrown out. 

The Welfare Rights Organization has 
been waging a fight to get money for 
school clothes for children. Two years 
ago the N.Y. State legislature cut back 
the funds for "special allowances" 
which included money for clothing and 
furniture, the only time special 
allowances are now available are in cases 
of fire and flood. This leaves already 
hard pressed welfare mothers with no 
way of providing clothes for their 
children. 

The WRO has centered Its fight both 
in N. V. and around the country on 
trying to obtain federal funds from local 
Boards of Education. Five years ago 
congress passed Title I, a bill designed to 
put funds into the education budget for 
the use of welfare and low income 
children. The money was primarily 
intended for school clothing and 
lunches,. These funds have never been 
used to benefit the poor, they have been 
used to subsidize middle class oriented 
programs -- a drum and bugle corp in 
one state, gym programs, swimming 
pools. 




The Welfare Rights Organization has 
been demanding $100 per year per child 
for school clothing from Title I money. 
On Sept 17 a rally was held at City 
Hall and the 3,000 people who had 
gathered marched across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to present their demands at the 
Board of Education. About a week after 
representatives of Welfare Rights met 
with the mayor's office to discuss the 
issue. Another meeting with city 
officaials followed that. 

On Oct 21 Welfare Rights mothers 
attended a public hearing of the Board 
of Education. They demanded time to 
talk about money for school clothing. 
They were told that they would be put 
last on the agenda.The women were 
unwilling to allow the Board to proceed 
with business as usual. After stating that 
poor people were tired of always being 
considered last. 

Five borough rallies were held in the 
days following the disruption at the 
Board of Education. The feelings of the 
parents who attended were that more 
direct action was needed. With the 


weather getting colder there wasn't 
anytime left for administrative bullshit. 
Five hundred mothers signed up to 
participate in ''shop-ins". Two days 
later IVIacy's was hit* 

New York City has received $125 
million a year from Title I, Much of this 
money has been channeled into the 
More Effective Schools program, an 
"enrichment" program staffed largely 
by paraprofessionais. When the city 
threatened to fire the paraprofessioanals 
because of "lack of funds", the United 
Federation of Teachers stepped in and 
negotiated a contract which would pay 
the paraprofessionais from Title I 
money. The same money that welfare 
mothers are trying to get for clothes for 
their children. This has pitted two 
groups of poor people against each 
other. It's the old divide and conquer 
tactic. Paraprofessionais, are paid very 
low salaries which are sometimes a 
supplement or a replacement of a 
welfare check - they are being forced 
by the city (which administers the More 
Effective Schools Program) and the 
UFT to fight welfare mothers. 
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THE GLOOMY PAST 


Wealthy white women have long speckled 
the‘world of art' as we have been taught to 
understand it, both as patrons and performers. 
Their attendance at art gatherings has added 
a pleasure for the men assembled. Granted we 
have no memory of celebrated women musicians, 
artists or even dancers, those who make special 
study might discover such ohscureities as the 
pianist Clara . Echuman better known for having 
fucked Brahms, Or expressionist painter Suz¬ 
anne Valadon remembered for mothering the no¬ 
torious Utrillo mad painter that he was whose 
patriarchal honors are due to either Degas or 
Renoir (she was posing for both these painters 
to earn her keep). And then there are the un¬ 
married English women of economic privilege 
backed by 'society for lives of loneliness and 
near insanity who wrote novels. Some of their 
books are magnificent: some are firmly inte¬ 
grated into the body of sophisticated litera¬ 
ture. That was possible because they never 
singly dealt with womens* lives and struggles, 
rarely mentioning women of the v;orking class. 
They took their cue from the men authors as 
to what strata of society to write about. 

‘Exceptional* women can be greeted with 
much ado, pomp and ‘chivalry*. There is a 
quota on womens’ participation in any of the 
living arts, and that quota, is unbelievably 
low. While nearly the enrollment in art schoo^ls 
and conservatories, a violinist or tv70 is tol¬ 
erated in a huge orchestra comprised of pei- 
haps 90 to 100 men. Concert masters will hire 
token women only, claiming they are discordant 
and unnecessary. Quite irrespective of skill 
or competence. Thus women go from comprising 
50% of the student body in art schools to only 
1 % of those who ever get to perform. 


WTien we speak of v7omen artists or aspiring 
women artists we are never referring to work¬ 
ing class or black women. It is against all 
class race and sex rules of capitalist society 
for these women to even dare to v/ant to be 
artists. Of the multitude of middle and liesure 
class young white people wanting to work in the 
arts, fev7 women survive into their thirties, 
almost none to their forties. Why? They are 
drummed out. There is a place beyond which 
they are not allov/ed to go. And to persist is 
to get harsher and harsher treatment. Finally 
the only possibility for salvaging her life is 
to say success V7asn’t what she really wanted in 
the first place - a husband and children are 
really the only things that can fulfill a woman's 
life. And so few women make it through to be¬ 
come accepted by men - as men • in the Man's 
world. 


exploited in pop 

of their work to get messages ot their hurt and 
fright through to us - past the censors who deal 
in good taste, polite living, hipness and other 
bull shit categories. Despite media tales of 
their personal low-life lives, we detect friends, 
women we feel we understand, sisters. One fur¬ 
tively tunes in on what they are saying, help¬ 
lessly empathizes and then wakes one morning to 
be told of yet another inexplicable death - 
booze or pills, junk, racism, poverty, despair 
or all of them. Billie Holiday, Marilyn Monroe, 
Janis Joplin. Women who tried - and made it - to 
the other side of those unwritten race, class 
and sex codes in the arts. And since they didn’t 
get drummed out they got fucked over and then 
fucked up. Strangely unloved, abandoned, they 
took wretched material and gave it vibrant voice 
to women tucked away, everywhere. Billie sang 
empty songs, songs everybody had already done, 
silly songs and they weren't silly any more. 

In the put-together eulogies that are always al¬ 
so in the hands of men they said she got what 
she deserved, as did Marilyn and Janis. And the 
stories of their deaths become profitable com¬ 
modities. 

* * * 

Perhaps a way is being forged in our revolu¬ 
tion to eliminate forever the wastage of womens’ 
lives and energies. 


***** 


Some new things are beginning to happen in 
Womens’ Art. 

















•BIRTf^P^GS OF PRESENT 

Recently the Burning City Street Theater vjomen were in this area performing their play 
ifflAT IS WOMAN - A Revolutionary Soap Opera. A group of eight women, some wives, some mother^ 
all previously teachers, students, organizers, artists or street people. Their plays are cot 
lectively made for they are without leader, director, writer, producer or manager. No agent 
is linked to them nor is one sought, without publicity or display - commercial or otherwise- 
word spreads of their arrival by people who have been with them. They live outside of capi¬ 
talistic Amerika and are maintained through collections and contributions from the people for 
whom they have performed. 

I saw them do their play in New York and Philadelphia and both times from the outset they 
broke down the barriers between themselves and we who were watching. Without separating them¬ 
selves they began to do excercises to limber up - stretching, making faces and noises, laughing 
looking into and at each other, talking with friends in the audience. Then collecting their in= 
struments, which are also half of their props, they improvized awhile and then moved easily into 
the play, a series of six non-rhetorical episodes, each drawn directly from the life experience 
of a different woman. A teenage woman and her lonely dreams of American Bandstand lovers. A 
woman loving a mystified man to whom she meant nothing. A vroman imprisoned, in her two room apar¬ 
tment trying to serve her child as a loving mother while dying as a person. A woman trying hope¬ 
lessly to assert her identity as an intellectual in the barren academic world. A Puerto Rican 
woman in high school pregnant by her first lover, proud now of her Third World son. A woman dis- 
tortedly selected by her mother for her mother's fullfillment now reaching without bitterness for 
friendship. They revealed their lives without exaggeration. 

Like a folk art - done without mystique or props the content emerges as revolutionarybecause 
one feels the presence of real people. The personal voices of real women become the expression 
of feelings known in all of us. One woman in the audience was overheard to have said *It’s like 
three years of consciousness raising packed into one hour.' Women were deeply moved and affected 
by the plays. The only regret expressed was the desire to see a portrayal of the struggle we are 
currently engaged in to free ourselves from our pain, even as we struggle side by side with all 
the oppressed peoples of the world. 

Watching we were drawn into a sense of closeness with performers' lives, not just with their 
work. The usual artistic distinctions were absent; between the quality of our lives and theirs; 
between their skill and ours. Spontaneously, in N.Y,, they turned our applause for them into a 
rhythm, beat and music we all made together for nearly an hour - dancing, both women and men leap¬ 
ing about the auditorium in gladness. 

ALL POT'TER TO THE VJOMEN1 Out of such experiences ai 












Pigs 

in the 
hailway 

There are a iiiimber of lessons to be learned, the 
first has to do with what to do when the FBI shows 
up on your doorstep. Don’t open the doorj No one is 
obliged to tell them anything; you identify yourself 
and Inform them that anything furtlier they have to 
communicate they can do through your lawyer, 
whose name is Fred Goodguy and and whose phone is 
blah-blah and they can make an appointment and 
goodnight. 

Sounds simple? Before you can say “call my 
lawyer,’"' they start in: “There is a warrant out. Where 
is Ted Jackson?” (Warrant? Ted? Oh jesus tliey’re 
going to arrest Ted. Wrong. There is a warrant for 
.rowec?/?^-they didn't say who—and they maybe want 
to talk to Ted, and they maybe want to see your 
reaction, and maybe want to see if you know where 
he is.) 

Or, they try to snow you with how much they 
know: come on with a whole list of ntimes of who 
lives in your house, works in your office. Or they say 
they won’t go away, they know other people who live 
in this house and they'll wait till they all come home 
and ring the doorbell every fifteen minutes to check 
on it. Or^instead of “YOU call my lawyer if you 
want to”) you say, “1 won’t talk until my lawyer is 
here”—and they say, “OK, call your lawyer, well 
wail liU he comes.” 

Tliere seem to be two basic ways thal people fuck 
up when the FBI appears. Some people freak out on 
how aggressive the agents are, now fast the questions 
come, how much they seem to know. Others think 
how aggressive tlic agents are, how fast the questions 
back at them, give them misleading information, 
outsmart them. Actually, there's no reason why you 
can't leave them outside taiking to themselves. 

Apropos of giving out misleading information, we 
should all be aware that there is a law which makes it 
a federal crime fo deliberately (willfully, knowingly, 
etc., etc.) give false information to any agency of the 
federal government: S I0,000 aiid/or 10 years. It was 
.passed and used during the McCarthy era. As for 
coming on aggressive—what the hell tor? For an ego 
trip (Flow I Freaked out the Pigs), for bragging, for 
what? You think we're playing ganies^ They don’t. 

Meanwhile *. it's possible, if not probable, that 
our phones are tapped, mail watched, houses, offices, 
and cars bugged. Therefore: if you don't want the 
FBI to hear it. lake a walk; if you don’t want it read, 
don't write it. If you have to say it on the phone, call 
from a pay phone and have the person you want to 
talk to call you back from a pay phone without giving 
the pay jrhone number on the phone. 

Not only can anything you say be used against 
you, anyllung you own, that has your name on it or 



can be proved to be owned by yon-ihese can be used 
against you: car, gun, typewriter (or any tiling with a 
serial number and record of purchase). It is therefore 
wise, if you loan anything of a personal-identifiable 
nature to someone, that you know and trust that 
person, know what he (she plans to do with it, and 
anticipate the possible consequences (if any). 

Some people think that being serious about taking 
routine precautions and anticipating possible contin¬ 
gencies indicates paranoia or stems from a bloated, 
exaggerated, melodramatic notion of how important 
we are. Both analyses stem from the same attitude. 
Paranoid: oh, come on, be realistic. I'm not doing 
anything illegal. Melodramatic: oh come on, I'm only 
doing this or that-other people are into much heavier 
stuff. Both of wliich boil down to not taking 
ourselves seriously; both of which result in being 
caugjit unprepared to deal with what comes down. 
And that is not only unpleasant: it can be dangerous. 

Taking ourselves seriously: whether we run a press, 
do research, staff a clinic, organize on the job or plant 
bombs, we're part of the left. Therefore, as far as 
people who aren’t part of the left are concerned, 
we’re responsible for anything and everything that 
other revolutionaries say or do. “Responsible”, in tlie 
mind of your next-door neighbor, may mean explain¬ 
ing or justifying a Tupamaros kidnapping or an 
airplane hijacking or a Weatliemian bombing. “Re¬ 
sponsible” in the mind of J. Edgar Hoover, may mean 
you did it. You don’t have a friend who's gone 
ujidergrourid and is up to .something; Then you 
probably have a friend who has a friend 
who - . . And/or you go to meetings, demonstra¬ 
tions—are actively (or inactively) and publicly on the 
left. As far as J. Edgar Hoover is concerned, that 
suffices. The Conspiracy law, which is not merely 
likely to be used—which has been used repeatedly in 
the past two years—is so vague that persons who have 
never been in the same room can be accused of having 
conspired to do something. 

So what can we do, while we wait to find out who 
is going to be indicted or what? We might try some 
role-playing, so that when the FBI shows up we don't 
freak out, so that we really^ get used to saying, “I have 
nothing to say.” We might set up some dry runs, so 
that we know how to mtike untraceable/untappabie 
phone calls, how to send letters througli third parties, 
how to lose a car or a person tailing you (OK ifs 
comic that what we biow about how to shake a tail 
comes from Nero Wolfe stories and cops-and-robhers 
movies; next year il itkglit not be so funny). We can 
think through what it would require to split and not 
be traceable. Where to, via what transportation, how 
do yon get ID? Who do you know to whom you 
could go for money, for a place to stay? Who knows 
that you know them? How do you decide whether 
or not to split? 

And on the political organizationiil level, what are 
we going to do about the bombings? Indictments, 
arrests, vvliatever. are starting now. Those of us who 
are not burning banks or bombing courthouses must 
figure out how to relate to those actions. So far, wc 
report and applaud or criticize those acts in our 
iiew^spapers, leaflets, conversations, etc. Does that 
suffice? Since we have no organizational control over 
or responsibility for those acts, what does it mean to 
take political responsibility for them? It is rather 
-^clcar what Nixon, Agnew, et. al. propose to do about 
it. 



_Pigs of 

As part of the packaged deal to Third World 
countries which includes economic '’advisers,' econo¬ 
mic development programs, war materials and mili¬ 
tary ‘advisers,’ etc., the US government also offers the 
Public Safety Program-a program designed to help 
maintain a favorable climate in Third World countries 
for U.S. economic and military interests, a program 
designed to help Third World governments in the 
‘Free World’ help themselves in detecting and th wart¬ 
ing domestic insurgency in infancy stages. 

Uie Public Safety program began in 1954, and 
since 1962, has been operating iirm in arm with the 
Military Assistance Program. The latter refers to the 
military forces within a country, while the former is 
all civil security or policing forces, those which are 
traditionally associated with maintaining internal 
order. The Public Safety Program operates under the 
auspices of A.I.D. [Aid to Internationa] Develop¬ 
ment] and at the present time Public Safety 'advisors' 
are providing police assistance in 27 countries,* 
Individual Public Safety programs, while varying 
from country to countiys focu.sed in general on 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN WARRANTS 

Whatever Warrant - DO NOT SAY 
1 ANYTHING - except "'Am 1 under j 
arrest?’' und “I want to see my lawyer/’ 

Federal Warrant: - usually proper 
(legal); Look for district. SOUTHERN 
^ MANHATTAN AND BRONX, 

. EASTERN BROOKLYN This apphes 
for arrests at home. -- 

State Warrant: has to be checked more. 
Check Name of arresting officer. : exact 
premises - .address, floor, apartment; 
good only from 6AM to 9PM unless 
.otherwise indicated. This warrant has to 
be executed within 10 days from signing 
of judge. 

Arrest Warrant: Has to have only name 
of person apprehended* 

Search Warrant: Clieck exaef address, 
floor, apartment. 

I KEEP COOL! 


developing within the civil security forces a balance 
of ( 1 ) a capability for regular police operation^i. with 
(2) an investigative capability for defecting and 
identifying criminal and/or subversive individuals and 
organizations and neutralizing their activities, and 
with (3) a capability for controlling militant activities 
ranging from demonstrations, disorders, or riots 
through small-scale guerrilla operations. This requires 
a carefully integrated effort between the investigative 
element and the legnlar police, paramilitary^ or 
military force, operating separately or in conjunction 
with each other. 


Pigs in the movement 


Quite some time ago. I was in a small 
mixed organization and we decided to 
expand our collective. Among the peo¬ 
ple that we thought we wanted was This 
woman who had extraordinary organiza¬ 
tional abilities, good politics (except in 
women's liberation), good movement 
credentiats, a willingness to work, etc. 
Plus she said she had a scholarship and 
we wouldn't have to pay her very much, 
which meant that we could afford a 
larger staff which we really wanted, 
feeling the need for some 'Yew blood/' 
At first she made me very uptight, 
because when she related to men there 
was always this underlying seduction 
implicit m her mannerisms, etc. But ] 
also knevv that women who have sur¬ 
vived th; -ugh men all of their lives 
(particularly those who are stamped 
"beautifn/‘ or "attractive" and she was 
the latter) often persist in those manner¬ 
isms eve‘= jng after they have obtained 
a woma^r liberation ^consciousness. 
And, too T vvas very exciting for me to 
be work' • ^ with someone whom I could 
turn on . women's liberation (I had 


been the only woman in the collective). 
Because of my initial antagonisms to¬ 
ward her, she naturally related more to 
the men at first. It was only during an 
action in another town which we at¬ 
tended "collectively" that she and i 
found time to have a personal discus¬ 
sion* It was a very good discussion, or so 
it seemed to me—like every concept I 
explained about women's liberation, she 
would describe a personal experience: 
the abstractions would become concrete 
and so we began to like each other and I 
felt a real closeness to her. 

Soon ^ter we returned home, the 
men in the office began having these 
sporadic whispered conversations in the 
hallway. After several days of this, I 
confronted them and demanded to 
know what the hell was going on. It 
took some doing, but they finally con¬ 
vinced me to wait a few days before 
telling me. The other woman, my new 
friend, was not there to back me up that 
day (it was her day off). I found out 
that night. 

During the day she called me up to 


come over that evening; she had some¬ 
thing to tell me, she said. And so I went 
to her apartment. She proceeded to lay 
this very heavy rap on me about how 
the men had confronted her because her 
stories about her background didn't jibe 
and that she had "confessed" her true 
background to them, which she also- 
told me. We discussed it in depth and 
what had seemed to me to be a very 
strong, intelligent woman turned into a 
frightened girl who had used her looks 
and her intelligence to stimVe in this 
very hostile world. It seemed to me that 
the most humane thing we could do 
would be to help her get a shrink (she 
often couldn't tell truth from myth) 
and to work with her everyday at the 
office to give her warmth, understand¬ 
ing and help her concretely sort out fact 
from fantasy. The men wanted her to 
leave, she told me, and so we preceded 
to discuss the men-their chauvinism,, 
their insensitivity, etc., for a very long 
time, 


The next day I came to the office 
just furious! First of all, the men had 
taken their actions (the confrontation 
and the 'firing') without including me 
and second, I didn't think that their 
decision was the right one. Leaving aside 
the question of what was best for her, I 
screamed at them, it was also better for 
the movement if she were with us rather 
than in one organization after another 
playing the same games, not doing 
anyone any good. After I calmed down, 
they asked me what she had told me: 
her background, what she was doing 
now, etc. As I told them, they said, 
"Well, what else happened in such and 
such a city? Did she tell you about 
such and-such?" Not only had she left 
out huge chunks of her story, there 
were more outright lies and duplicity 
(incidently, this was all done in colla¬ 
boration with someone who had known 
her for some time.) And further, I sadly 
reflected Iger, she had used our wo¬ 
men's liberation discussion that we had., 

tcowT ow 









imperialism_ 

Among the responsibilities of the foreign police 
are approximately 20 identifiabie police functions 
ranging from off-shore law enforeement (Coast Guard 
activities); customs, immigration; municipal rural 
policing; criminal and security investigative activities 
through domestic/foreign intelligence; regulatory ad^ 
ministrative functions, such as licejisiog/control of 
manufacture and movement of goods and a host of 
other activities. 

According to testimony given before a Senate 
Committee by former Administrator Bell describing 
the A J.D, PuWic Safety Program, successful discharge 
of intenial security is imperative if a nation is to 
establish and maintain the environment of stability 
and security so essential to economic, social ^ and 
political progress, and to attain the goal of free, 
stable, independent and self-reliant government. 
Clearly, this progress and this goal will not be 
attainable if law and order is replaced by disorder and 
violence. Communist subversion, terrorism,and insur¬ 
gency typically strive to break down hw and order 
and internal security. 

The testimony goes on to say that Public Safety 
programs have the objectives of (1) strengthening the 
capability of civil police and paramilitary forces to 
enforce the law and maintain public order with the 
minimum use of physical force, and to countrer 
Communist*inspired or exploited subversion and in¬ 
surgency; and (2) encouraging the deveiopment of 
responsible and humane police adminstfafion and 
judicial procedure to improve the effectiveness of 
cKil police and paramilitary forces, and enable them 
to become more closely integrated info the commun¬ 
ity, The Public Saftey program is regarded today as 
one of the more effective and less costly means of 
pursuing U.S. interests in many situations, it is based 
on the premise that, to maintain internal order, local 
governments depend primarily on their police and 
gendarmarie, supported as necessar>*^ by the army, 

assistance to foreign police is a carefully 
balanced program of technical advice, training and 
equipment. The assistance is relatively inexpensive, 
the report goes on to say, since it doesn't include 
costly, complicated weapons and other items. Public 
Safety programs are alw'ays preceded by an on-the- 
scene study by qualified technicians to determine 
requirements and there is constant evalmition of 
progress and appropriateness of progress once under- 
taken. Stress is laid on self-help and adherence to 
objectives which the U.S. interest requires. Inade¬ 
quate or unsatisfactory performance or any misuse of 
assistance by recipient nations is quickly detected and 
remedial action taken. 

\i\ order to deal with the dynamics of internal 
security situations, to Public Safety program has 
developed and utilized methods to deliver to threat¬ 
ened countries, in a matter of days, urgently needed 
assistance including equipment, training and technical 
advice. 

The training of foreign police officers has been 
centralized and placed firmly under U.S. Government 
control. This training includes instruction in the 
concepts and principles of police organization, admin¬ 
istration and management; basic police operations; 
investigative techmques,^ including scientific and tech¬ 
nical aids; border control; police instruction training; 
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and internal security subjects. Most of this training is 
provided by our advisors in the separate countries, In 
the United States, training is provided by tlie Inter¬ 
national Police Academy located in Washington, 

By centralizing data obtained from many mdivid- 
iial country situations, the U.S. government is more 
able to pick and choose from a growing body of 
sociological information and police technology the 
proper variables for maintaining “law and order’’ in a 
given country while preserving (or in some cases, 
trying to create) its own “humane” image in the 
“public interest.” Such programs like the Public 
Safety program fit neatly into a radical analysis of 
Amerika's institutional racism and/or cultural chau¬ 
vinism-the necessary ethic (no matter how uncon¬ 
scious) for maintaining firm control over its economic 
iiiterests in foreign countries. The Public Safety 
Program jielps explain the booming industry in police 
technology in the past few years. That this tech¬ 
nology and methodology is being used against people 
in the mother country grows clearer everyday. 

In Latin America: Brazil,Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guate 
mala, Guyana, Hoiiduras,Jamaica,Panama,Peru, Uru¬ 
guay, Venezuela. In Asia: Korea, Laos, Philippines, 
Vietnam. In Africa: Congo, Liberia, Somali Republic, 
Tunisia. In the Middle East: Jordan, Saudi Arabia. 
Aha Pakistan. 


The long-haired kid on the TV screen is running across a college campus. He 
reaches down and scoops up a rock. As he does, the scene cuts to the inside of a 
building, looking through window. Wc see the boy, outside, throw the rock and 
it sails in slow-motion through the window pane. Two grey faces now appear on 
the screen, as a lifeless voice says, 'Two men are running for governor in Ohio. 
One condones the lawless clement on our college campuses. The other will 
eliminate it. Vote for Roger Cloud, Republican, on November third.” 

in Ohio, this election year, the issues revolve mainly around repression. The 
politicians toss the ternri "campus violence” back and forth, hoping to stir up 
enough backlash to put them in office. At Kent State University, scene of last 
May's murder of four students, the Movement Is faced with heavier repression 
than any white campus group has confronted before - Kent State has become a 
testing ground for campus Fascism, for prosecutions, harrassment, intimidation, 
injunctions, legal pressure, and brute force. 

Before the students have recovered from the shock of May fourth, the courts 
have hit them with a series of indictments. It seems that the Ohio authorities are 
practicing perlect Hitlerite form - to hit the people with repression and, when , 
the people learn to deal with that, hit them with heavier repression and keep 
increasing the pressure until the people are living under total fascism. These 
tactics seem to have the willing consent of a large percentage of the population 
of Portage County. The Grand jury has been chosen from the ranks of working 
people; shop-keepers, service workers, and retired businessmen. 

The Jury’s actions were predicted, and perhaps directed, by Attorney General 
Paul Brown, who stated that the jury would probably not indict any National 
Gaurdsmen or public officials involved in the killing of four students on May 
fourth. The attack is directed squarely at the campus movement. 

The jury found, as Brown predicted, that gaurdsmen had “fired their weapons 
in the honest and sincere belief, and under circumstances which would logically 
have caused them to believe, that they would suffer serious bodily injury had 
they not done so”. Three other invesUgations, including one by the FBI, decided 
otherwise^ In the words of the Scranton Commission, "indiscriminate fire of 
rifles into a crowd of students and the death that followed were unnecessary, 
unwarrented, and inexcusable,” 

Although the Grand Jury recognized some problems with the way the 
National Gaurd had been equipped for riot duty (with loaded Ml's}, its major 
criticism fell on the demonstrators, and on the university administration. The 
office of the president was criticized for fostering "an attitude of laxity, 
over-indulgence, and permissiveness with its students and faculty”. This attack 
of the administration was directed at University President Robert White, who 
had led a drive on SDS in the spring of 1969 which had resulted in six-month jail 
sentences for almost the entire leadership. ^ 

Because of the completely spontaneous nature of the demonstrations last 
spring (not one leaflet was handed out on campus) and also because of a new 
tactic of repression, the usual procedure of picking off leaders and 
spokespeople for prosecution was not followed. I he Indictees seemed to be 
picked almost at random. With the exception of six people who are charged with 
multiple felonies and specific acts {like cutting a fire hose), all of those 
mentioned were only alleged to be at the scene of one or more of the Four 
actions. Anyone whose face had been recognized or photographed could have 
been indicted - that means about four or five thousand people. 

The campus community found out and Fear built, slowly. The prosecutor dJd 
not follow the normal procedure of either bunting all indictees In a series of 
simdltaneouTraids, or releasing the names and letting people turn themselves in. 
instead, the police arrested a few each day. So, people didn't know who had 
been indicted, or when they would be arrested. As a result of these procedures, 
it was almost Impossible for the indictees to respond collectively, and for the 
campus community to plan a solid defense. But the Grand Jury report af)d 
indictments aren't the only repressive measure on campus: 

There is a Court injunction to stop witnesses or participants in the Grand 
Jury investigation (over 200 people) from making negative- comments on the 
report. One Faculty member and a County district attorney have already been 
arrested for its violation. ^ 

— Another court injunction prohibits any gathering of people (or any 
leafletting) near the courthouse jn Ravenna, Ohio, where the case will be tried. 

- Non-students w'ho enter the Kent campus are subject to arrest at any 
timc(there were 3or4 such arrests each weekduring the summer), and everyone 
except dorm residents must be off campus by I IP.M. 

— An attempt at co-optation, called “I hlnk Week ”, whose motto was 
“Power to the F’eaceful” was held at the beginning of the semester. It hosted 
such CIA liberals as Sargent Shriver and Allard Lowenstein- 

it was organized by the administration and a very articulate "student" who had 
never aitended Kent State before. 

- A new bill passed by the Ohio State legislature, number 1219, is in effect. 
It provides for immediate suspension and trial In criminal court for "disruption” 
□r other undefined offences. 

- 80-120,000 dollars have been given by the Federal Governmentto the 
Northeast Ohio Crime Lab and Police Training Institute, long a target of radical 
activity on the Kent State campus, for the deveiopment of new campus security 
measures. Among these have been the rumored placing of 200 FBI and narcotics 
agents around the University, tapping all the telephones, taping various 
professors’ classes, equipping local police with “splinter” guns, which shoot a 
shower of wooden slivers from a 12-gaugc shotgun,etc. 

But the repression at Kent has not been limited to clearly political areas. The 
culture of the students and other youth of the town has come under attack. The 
Grand Jury report starts its concluding section by condemning Faculty members 
who condone dissent, and the administration for allowing the YIPPIES to hold a 
celebration on campus recently with live rock music. It then goes on to mention 
a concert by the |effersan Airplane at which slides showing the bodies of the 
Kent State victims were projected in the light show. 

This attack was taken up by the local politicians, who attempted to get two 
resolutions on the ballot for November. One, which was not put on, banned the 
sale of 3.2 beer to minors. The other, which was put On the ballot, prohibits live 
cntertainment(namely rock bands) in the town of Kent and the campus. 

The most severe element of the repression on culture Is the drive on dope. A 
county Grand Jury meeting concurrently with the Infamous State Special Grand 
jury, returned 43 secret indictments against drug users and sellers. At least nine 
of these are also up on demonstration charges charges. One brother, also charged 
with assault first degree riot, and Inciting to riot, pleaded guilty to 3 counts of, 
sale of narcotics on the advice of a Court-appointed attorney and is now serving 
twenty to fourty years. CCOUT DM P2G) 
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The jury and counsel were admonished from the 
beginning: "The Black Panther Party is not on trial 
here/' whined the Judge. However, it is obvious to 
anyone who comes to the trial just what is coming 
down at 100 Centre Street where 13 Panthers are being 
tried for conspiracy. The day \ went testified to one 
thing: The Panthers are being railroaded -they know 
it, prosecuting attorney Phthips and his lackeys know 
it, and Judge Murtagh definitely knows it. 

On the day before I werit, the movie, "The Battle 
of Algiers", had been shown without the jury so that 
the judge could decide whether to admit it as 
evidence. {What possible connection could this 
right-on revolutionary movie have to do with 
conspiracy?) But Phillips had been pushing it to 
inflame the jury against the Black Panther Party. To 
prove conspiracy, he must prove that the "intent" of 
the Panthers on trial is violent. Therefore, he must 
pul the Panther Party on trial. His strategy has been 
to produce evidence that he feels shows the violent 
nature of the Panthers. The fact that Murtagh puffs 
that "testimony concerning the Black Panther Party 
will be unacceptable" and then allows Phillips to get 
away with this is just one example of how Murtagh is 
taking care ot business. That morning, before the jury 
was brought in, ihe defense made a motion that the 
Jurors not be present to hear the arguments on the 
film, since this would be prejudicial. Judge Murtagh 
dismissed this and waved his hand for the jury to be 
brought in. Ralph White, the Bureau of Special 
Services (BOSS) pig who infiltrated the BPP was the 
first. 

White testified for the prosecution on the 
relevancy of the movie which, he said, he was told by 
Lumumba Shakur was "mandatory" for all members 
of the BPP. He said that he went to see the film after 
being told this and, following the movie, went to 
the Shakurs' apartment. Lumumba then allegedly 
told him that the tactics used by the Algerians in the 
movie were the same ones that the Panthers use 
against the pigs, 

Gerald Lefcourt, one of the six attorneys for the 
defendants, started off the cross examination by 
asking Detective White whether he was a detective 


during the fall of 196S, when he was infiltrating the 
BPP. The audience cracked up when he said that he 
was Patrolman White then. The cross examination 
then brought out the fact that White took no notes 
that night he allegedly had these conversations with 
Lumumba Shakur. He didn't write down anything at 
all until the next day when he-made up his report for 
his superior officer. It was also brought out that he 
probably had been smoking grass and drinking that 
night. The implication of all this was clear. White 
could have made up anything he wanted in the 
report, which, by the way, was not produced as 
evidence by the prosecution. White kept getting 
mixed up under cross exarnlnation: 

"What were Lumumba Shakur's exact words about 
the movie?" the defense asked. 

"He said that the 'Battle of Algiers' was 
mandatory for all Black Panther Party members." 

"Were those his exact words? Dtd he definitely use 
the word "mandatory"? asked defense attorney 
Crain. White said yes, he was sure he said mandatory. 
The defense continued: 

"Now, you write down in your report to your 
superior officer only the really important facts, 
correct?" White said yes. He was then asked by the 
defense to look at the report he turned in the next 
day. 

"Do you find the word 'mandatory' in your 
report?" White squeaked out a "no". He just 
remembered the word, that's all. 

This apparently is the way the witnesses for the 
prosecution have been constantly slipping up in their 
stories or conveniently forgetting things. And when 
White was asked if he wasn't just trying to 
"remember" thjngs that could screw the Black 
Panther Parly, the defense was shot down by the 
judge. Judge Murtagh seemed very bored and very 
cranky. He kept tetlrng the defense attorneys how he 

AND THE 


was "losing patience" with their attempts to get a 
straight answer from a witness while he sustained 10 
times in 6 minutes prosecutor Phillips , who bobbed 
up and down tike a mechanical man with his 
objections and harassment. And when one defense 
attorney asked pig infiltrator White why he seemed to 
be smiling all the time, the judge suddenly came to 
life and snarled at Katz not to repeat that. 

Judge Murtagh's own conspiracy with Phillips was 
evident again at a bench conference where the 
defense attorneys asked that the "Battle of Algiers" 
not be shown to the jury. They argued that the movie 
was completely irrelevant to the case and that the 
only reason Phillips wanted to show it was to 
prejudice the jury with the "blood and gore" of the 
revolutionary activities in Algeria and thus associate 
this in their minds with the Panthers. This was 
overruled, of course, and the movie was shown to the 
jury after the lunch recess. 

In spite of all this, the Panthers and their 
atTorneys, as well as their many friends in the 
audience, seem to be in good spirits. They joke and 
laugh between themselves and have a great time 
mimmicking Phillips when he is trying to make some 
big point. An argument broke out between the 
defense counsel and Phillips when Gerald Lefcpurt 
asked pig While if he had smoked grass. Phillips 
jumped up and said that since Lefcourt brought up 
the subject of marijuana, he was going to show that 
the Panthers used it regularly and that you had to 
smoke it if you wanted to be "in with the Panthers". 
Everyone broke up—Afeni Shakur stood up and did a 
quick imitation of Phillips sputtering and fuming, 
Afeni, along with Michael Tabor, is defending herseJf. 
I only heard her speak once that day, but she seemed 
relaxed and her voice was clear and strong. 

The trial is packed every day, but if you get there 
by 9:30, you will probably get in when they frisk you 
and open the doors at 10:15. Go to the trial. Support 
the Panthers, See Amerikan justice in action. 

PANTHER 
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The foUoiOfha is Ou/y Cl. 

Roses letter 

Dear Sisters, kCCeWcd ICkSt 

The Revolutionary Peoples 

Constitutional Convention is going to 
take place in Washington D.C. 

November 27, 28^ 29. We feel that 
women in our movement should come ^ 
and play an important part in writing 
the document that will come out of the 
convention. Because the Women's 
Liberation movement is becoming an 
increaslngiy vital force in the 
Revolutionary movement in the United 
States, we must realize our potential of 
shaping Its direction. We don't feel that 
participation at the convention will 
weaken our efforts in our local areas but 
strer^gthen the growth of a women's 
movement by providing a national and 
international context for Its 
development. Therefore we urge as 
many women as possible to carefully 
discuss all of the demands, especially 
the women's demnds, that came out of 
the Plenary Session. We should come to 
the convention having a clear sense of 
what we want and the ways we can 
show the strength of our movement. 

Hopefully different groups might 
rewrite the demands, engage in 
workshops and other kinds of 
discussions with women in our areas, 
correspond with women's groups in 
other parts of the country about new 
ideas and try to tackle some of the 
issues which caused so much tension at 


the women's workshop. Some topics 
are: 

1 . relationship of the women's 
movement to Third World move¬ 
ments. 

2. what does Third World 
leadership mean? Do we accept that 
concept? How do we deal with the 
questions concerning leadership 
that have come out of the women's 
movement in relationship to the 
concept of leadership put forth by 
the Panthers? 

3. what does a new constitution 
mean? a vision of a new society, 

demands, programs that 
immediately serve the people. 

4. Does a political program for the 
women's movement make sense? 
(what is a political program, what 
kind have we and should we 
develop) 

5. what does it rnean to develop 
antt-racist politics in the women's 
movement? What has been and 
should be our relationship to Black 
women? 

6. how does the present women's 
movement deal with the questions 
posed by the Gay Movement? 


In Boston we have formed a women's 
group to work on the Constitutional 
Convention and have been trying to 
meet with women from as many 
different organizations as possible such 
as En La Brecha (Puerto Rican 
Liberation group). Black Panther Party, 
high school women. Welfare Rights and 
others to discuss the women's demands 
from the plenary and possibly ways we 
may work together in the future. We are 
sponsoring a one day conference on 
IMovemher 17 for women in the Boston 
Area to discuss the questions posed 
above in preparation for the 
Constitutional Convention, 

We would love to hear from you and 
find out about your plans. We hope to 
see you in Washington D.C. 

POWER TO THE SISTERS! 

Women and the Constitutional Convention 
c/o Bread and Roses 
1145 Mass* Ave. 
_ Cambridge, Mass, 0 2138 

Women in New York got together to 
discuss the upcoming Panther 
Constitutional Convention In 
Washington DX. on Sunday at 1 PM at 
the Alternate U. (too late to be 
announced in Rat), Women who want 
to discuss this with other women, but 
didn't know about Sunday's meeting, or 
women who have been discussing the 
convention and want to find out what 
their other sisters are thinking,, should 
call the Women's Center (601-186Q) and 
inquire about Sunday^ meeting. 
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leOWT. 

I feel this very strongly because I 
have seen men who were turned on to 
Women's Liberation because they knew 
if meant liberation for them,too (no 
more super-stud roles, no ujcersaio 
ulcers, no more disapproval of 
expressing their emotions openly, no 
more role divisions that were alienating 
and lonely), but were scared away or 
disheartened because all they were met 
with were cries of “ male chauvinist” 
and no explanation. Of course they 
were chauvinist and male supremacist, 
but they honestly wanted to change. 
The men who have been able to deal 
successfully with their chuavinism did 
not change because of moral 
exhortations to be non-chauvinist, but 
because they were told how they were 
chauvinist, how this was oppressive to 
women, and how to deal with it and of 
course , because women were strong, 
and together, physically and mentally, 
and thus could- confront them 
successfully. 

m still read your newspaper, though, 
because it is one of the best sources of 
information that there is, and for that I 
like it, 1 also like it because of the 
letters you get from other women - the 
letter from the woman in Japan, and the 
letter from the woman with the child, 
who was so frustrated. What she said 
was so truCj especially the part about 
not censoring her thoughts “to conform 
with the good women*s liberationist 
line”, I had some of those fears writing 
these criticisms of your paper, too, 
afraid of my “low consciousness”, and 
also was reluctant to criticize Women's 
Liberation because it means so much to 
me and I want it to succeed so much. 

And that's all 1 have to say.. 

your sister 
Kathryn 


sf^rre CeewT-) 

In ihe face of all this repression, the students at Kent State are building up a 
legal defense with outside lawyers, and are attempting to pull the 
Movement back together. Last spring students had reacted in righteous anger, 
first to the duplicity of the Nixon administration and then to their own 
oppression by the National Gaurd and police. They became the victims of a 
brutal and basically unprovoked attack. Now they are being called the guilty 
ones. "What are we accused of," said one defendant," trying to commit 
suicide?" The two radical organizations on campus now are the Kent 
Liberation Front (KLF) and Youth International Party (YIPPIE). They are 
making an effort to bring back energy and enthusiasm to the Kent State 
MovemerLt, to build the Movement, and to organize collective defense. The KLF 
and YIPPIE are pushing last Spring’s original strike demands and have added 
three more: 

1. Abolish ROTC 

2. End All Military Research (Classified or Unclassified) 

3. Free All Political Prisoners 

4. AM Agents of State Repression OFF Campus 

5. Oppose Student AND Non-student Indictments 

6. Kent State University MUST Support the Repeal of House bill No. 1219 

^Remember that Kent State is a testing ground. If the repression works there, 
■ the pigs will use the same tactics (or worse) on every cammis across Arnerika... 

' DON’T MOURN -ORGANIZE! 

by Red Riders 



P qs IN rAOVE^N^NT 

earlier to play on my sympathies. 
had "psyched" me out and manipulated 
my emotional reaction. And THAT was 
scarey. But \ still argued that it was 
better that she was with us. At least 
until we could find out if she were an 
Informer and if we could make any 
headway in helping her talong with a 
shrink). But, because a member of our 
coMective was on trial on federal charges 
and because we all agreed that if she 
weren't an informer, she could later be 
one Und a very effective one, too), we 
let her go. We also reasoned that we 
really couldn't keep tabs on her day and 
night and that to "help" her would be a 
major commitment, one which we 
couldn't make without curtailing our 
other activities considerably. 

Part of our revolution is that people 
are capable of changing politically, on 
the personal level, on the growing con¬ 
sciousness level, and on the strength and 
energy of action level. We don't want to 
rule out that ability to change arhong 
ourselves. That's our strength. We don't 
want to "brand" people like the U.S, 
government and this brutal society does. 
And so, it is difficult to discuss sus¬ 
pected informers because so many of 
them may }ust be people who are so 
fucked over by this society that they 
can't relate to people very well—so 
fucked^over that there is no self left and 
they take on the values of whoever 
reaches out to them, makes them feel 
secure, gives them a sense of identity, of 
belonging. The F.B.I, and other pig 
organizations may "use" this corruption 
of Amerika against us. 

There are some minimal security 
checks that people can do. But we need 
more suggestions on how to deal with 
this problem. Here are some things that 
some of us have come up with: 
fnQU fries 

1. Check movement background 


2. Have new member tell her 
story—how she came to be a radi¬ 
cal, etc. 

3. Ask about source of Income 
through the years; you can get a * 
friend in a straight company to do a 
credit inquiry (if applicable) to see 
if stories match up. 

4. Ask about criminal back¬ 
ground—your lawyer can check this 
out. 

Rap groups 

For persons who seem ok but 
who are difficult to deal with there 
might be an organization set up to 
''help people puli themselves togeth¬ 
er, sort of radical therapy. 

Sma/I Actiotis ' 

No matter how office-oriented 
the organization is, small actions 


every once In a while do two 
things: 1). helps,build trust among 
the people involved and 2). helps 
pinpoint those who cannot or will 
not (for whatever reason) accept 
group discipline. 

Since it is becoming moreThd more 
possible to do less and less and suffer 
the same consequences of those who a 
year or two ago were doing a!ot, these 
small actions can be very valuable. The 
mistrust which builds up because we 
know that informers are everywhere has 
the overall effect of paralyzation- 
probably a major reason why we don't 
have a coherent 'movement' today. We 
have no choice but to act. 


abortions 

$200 

For free confidential 
InCornatlon call: 

212 Tr7-8562 or 
Be3-3300 

CLOUDE 9 - WATER BED NEEDS 

desperately Manufacturing 
Representatives to sell the water bed in 
your area to retaUers. We explain how. 
CLoude 9-1348. N. Highland Ave, 
Hollywood, Cal. 90028 or (213) 
461-3478 


‘Ifouwill kiU, 

you recruits; 

kilLkillkill! 

InVIetnanvin 

Czechoslovakia, 

in Germany 

or in whatever 

goddamn 

country 

youtesenttOL 

A direct quote from the 
Marine Corps in an. eyewit¬ 
ness picture essay in the 
first issue of EARTH, a na¬ 
tional magazine for the 
people^ on the newsstands 
November 17. 
Subscriptions: year. 

EABTH 

Th« Agricultute Building, 
Embstrcadeco at Mission, 
San Francisco^ Calif. 94105 


Three Annrehist Phamplets for $1.00 
fron the American Society of Anarchists 
5202 Hineola Rd.^ College Park^ Kd. 
20740 


A.J. Webernan^ Dylanology 
6p.m. Wed.j Not. 4 (weekly) 
Alternate U. 530 6th Ave. 
Rare tapes-meetings 
Dylan Liberation Rront 


Self-Defense For Movement People 
Jul-Jitsu instrxictlon 
Low-Rates...Afternoons and Eve. 
Call: Bill 212 RI96463 


’The All American Coffee House 
and Free Trade Center 
Thurs.Eve 8p.m. Women^s Meetings 
Workshops: Hon-lTiurs 
Co££ee-HouBe:Frl. & Sat. 

106 Victory Blvd. (near Brook St.) 
Staten Island 


"Queens Collective" now organizing in 
Jamaica. Getting together a storefront 
and switchboard operation to serve 
,N. Y. Conmunity Call Steve:261-2236 

Women *0 History Hesoarch Center, Inc., 2^25 Oak, Berlteley 
Open most anytime, call first: 52^7772 

A research, lending, corroaponding, and sellln.g library of women*e 
literature I books, pcflodicala, pamphlets, bibliographies, articles, 
cllpplnga, tapes, and pictures. Topics include women in countries, i-n 
women*G groups, specific women, roles, subjects, vromen in history, action 
projedts, Qpcclflc men*3 statements on women. Uork done by women using It. 
AOrunning catalogue Including addresses to order ratcrlala le available at 
cost to other groups to avoid having to staft from scratch. (For $1, a 
bibliography of iternc in our flics vJlth addresses (as of July 19^'9) for 
ordering the ir.atorlal| for $5i o- packet of action project ideas, and 
periodical, paper, book and book review blbllographiaB (as of Sept. 19 £j 9) of 
WL Iritercatj for ^;2, addenda to bibliography to Jan. 19?0j for $4, addenda, 
to bibliography to Aug, 1970), A synopalp of women in world history is 
available for ifl including poster and postage, A paper on the suffrage 
movement In Woe tern Europe ia plus stamp, Redstockings Kanlfcstos 
Eaat and West llkcwlso, A SPA’ZH newsletter of women’s news, April to Decc’nbor 
1969 (perecnul statenentn, news ovents, reviews, etc) is avallabloi 30 
issues for to indlrJiduals, 1)120 to inntitutlonn. (lax deduetiblo) 
























COP AH I.D. OR A PROOF OR PLAY A JOKE 
Licenses; marriage; jury duty, birth, 
death, arrest, HDSiBD, Child support, 
eviction, subpoena, forclosure, certs.; 
Health Insurance, cardss, deeds, wills, 
you name it. Sent out same day-^l.OO 
gets any one. Write Dave Cougar, F.O, 
Box 538 SHadison Sq. Station, 

1A9 E.23rd, K.Y. Guaranteed! 

SeKioMoMEY 




i enclose $6.00 for 
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ALTERNATE SOCIETY 
10 THOMAS ST. 

ST. CATHARINES 
ONT., CANADA 

SINGLE COPY- So^ 

12 ISSUES- S 5.00 


241 EM NY 10003 


one year subscription 


% 


name 


address 





REVOLUTIOKARY LITERATURE - LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE! 
■Mao Tsetung SELECTED WORKS, 4 voliwes, $5 total; 
Hso,s QUOTATIONS (Red Book), $.40. Revolutionary 
literature from U.S. A. 

literature from U.S. A., China, Albania, Vietnam 
and elsewhere. ABSOLUTE LOWEST PRICES; WE UNDER¬ 
SELL everybody! Prompt delivery. Free price list. 
Good (revolutionary) gift ideas* Send your name 
and addreas along with cash, check, or money order 
to: International Booka, Box 622, Bellflower, 
California, 90706. 
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WRITE FOR OUR COMPLETE 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 

TIMES CHANGE PRESS rm 30 
1023 Sixth Ava„ N.Y., N.Y, 10018 


NOV. 21 
MASS 
NOV. 21 
MASS 

as.«nibtc 11:30 columbus circle 
MARCH 

Ipm march to united nations 
RALLY 
rally 2-4pm 

non-violent, civil disobedience 
National Coalition Against War Racism 
Repression (242-2315) 

WE CHARGE GENOCIDE!!! 

Speakers; Huey P. Newton. Black 
Panther Party: Yoriiba Guzman, Youn 
Lords Party; Rennie Davis, Conspiracy S 
and NCAWRR; Rev. James Bevel. 
M.A.N. Making a Nation; Beulah 
Sanders: Chairwoman, City wide Welfare 
Rights; Dr, Sidney Peck, NCAWRR. 


^ ERIC WHITE’S 


open 

’til 



An Introductory Packet to WORN'S LIBERATION 

by Atlanta Women’s Liberation 

Articles covering basic issues of our movement Including; 


--childcare 
—c ontrac eption 

—black women and the struggle for liberation 

--lesbianism 

—female schizophrenia 

—working women 

—a straight job 

and 5 other articles plus a Hterature list 
Send .50 to Box 5^32, Station E, Atlanta, Ga. 30307 

plus .10 mailing cost 





YOU CAN HELP US 


Please Only Buy Lettuce Which Bears the Farm Workers Union Label 

Migrant men and women who harvest lettuce in California and Arizona earn 
less than $2,400 a year on the average. Can you imagine raising a tamity these 
days on an average income of less than $50 per week? 

Some farmers pay more. Their workers have a union!The United Farm 
Workers Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO, directed by Cesar Chavez. These 
workers encourage you to buy the lettuce they harvest under union contract. 
This lettuce is grown by The United Fruit Company (Chiquita) and the 
Purex Corporation (Fresh Piet). 

If you see Iceberg lettuce that does not have the Fami WorKef s Union Label 
on the box, please protest to the manager. He can sell lettuce picked by 
The United Farm Workers if he cares enough. 

Millions of Americans are expressing their feelings to the anti-union lettuce 
growers by protesting to the managers of stores, and by refusing to buy 
groceries in stores which continue to offer lettuce without the union label of 
Cesar Chavez’ United Farm Workers Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO. 

please don’t buy California and Arizona lettuce unless you see the Farm 
Workers' Eagle on the box or cefophane wrapper. 

Your cooperation in this boycott will force ail lettuce growers to pay the 
pickers a living wage. 

New York City UFWOC Office, 1155 Broadway, New York, New York tOOOl 
(212)679-1522 

New Jersey UFWOC Office. ISO Sip Street. Jersey City. N J* 07036 
(201) 659-4254 

Pteaee Don't Buy Iceberg Lettuce without This Label 


PhoiH by Larry 0. Nlgihtwanufer 























































































